
         
 
         
 

  South Bucks District Council
 

Stoke Poges West End Conservation Area 
Designated 19th July 2011 

Character Appraisal 

July 2011 



           
 

           
 

 
   

 
 

 
    

 
      

 
     

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
         

 

 
       

 
   

 
 

 

             
 

 
 

    
 

    
 

Stoke Poges – West End Conservation Area 

Page 

Contents 
  

Analysis map of the conservation area 


Chapter 1: Introduction & planning policy context 1 


Chapter 2: Location, context and setting 3
 

Chapter 3: Origins and historical development 5
 

Chapter 4: Summary of special interest 15 


Chapter  5:  Stoke  Court        16 
  

Chapter 6: “The Village” Character Zone 27 


The  Village:  Introduction        27 
  

The  Village  Analysis        27 
  
• General 
• Streetscape 
• Uses 
• Spaces 
• Trees and greenery 
• Views 
• Boundary treatments 

The Village: Buildings 31 


APPENDIX
 

Buildings section: 


The Village: Neutral / negative features & enhancement opportunities 37 


Chapter 7: Designated area 39 


Sources, Further Reading & Acknowledgements 40 


Table  of  listed  buildings  A 

Table of unlisted and curtilage buildings which make a positive 
contribution to the special interest of the conservation area E 

Help  &  advice  H  

Guidance  for  residents  J  

Contents 



!(

!(

!(
!(
!(!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

32
30

35

30

Re
c

SE
FT

ON
CL

OS
E

64
74

Pond

Bait-Ul-Zahra

Caprice
Pond

LAKESID

Heather
Ridge

Lashbrook

Sakura
Tudor Rose

Dunmar

The Spinney 45
51

West End Court

35
23

29
31

19
25

212733

9
3
15

5
11
17

1
7

1354.9m

Willows

St Catherines

2

4

Glenfields

43

11
15

17

1

33
30

46
Holly Cottage

DUFFIELD LAN

HAZELL WAY

67.9m

WAKEFIELD

LB

FREEMANS

RICKMAN'S

LANE

12
24

42

El Sub Sta

40

55

32

3355

3145

Pavilion
Old

Smithy

3

28 26
22
24 10

12

8

2

1

DECIES WAY

Sefton Park

ChilternHouse

El Sub Sta

Post Office Cottages

2

12

58.9m

BE
LL

S
HI

LL

Clevehurst
Lodge

Rotherfield

Rother Glen

FREEMANS
CLOSE

57

56

47

52

9

1

72.1m

Lib
y

Sefton Park

Sub Sta
El

El Sub Sta

TCB

Post Office Gardens

è è 

è è

è 

è
 

èèè

è è
è è

è 
èè

è

è
è èèèèèèè

èè

è
è

è

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   

 

  

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

  

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

         
          

       
        

        
   

 
 

 
  

 
      

   
  
 
  

 

èèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèè
èèèèèèèèèèèè èèèèèè

èèèèèèè

èèèèèèèèèèèèèè èèèèèèèèèè èèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèè

èèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèè
èèèèèèèè
èèèèèèèèèè
èèèèèèèèèè
èèèèèèèèèè
èèèèèèèèèè
èèèèèèèèèè
èèèèèèè

èèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèè

éééééé
éé
éé

éééééééééé
éééééé

éé
éé
éééééééééééééé

éé éééé

éééééééé
éééé

éééé
éé éé
éééé
éééé

éééé éééééé éééééééééééééééééééé
éééé

éééé
éééééééééééééééééé 

éééééééééééé éééééééééé éééééééé 

éééééééééééé
 éééééééé

éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé
 

éééééééé 

éé
éé
éé
éé
 

èèèèèèèè èè è èèèè èèèè èèèèèèèèèèèè

èè èèèèèè è èèè

èèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèè
èèèèèèèè 

21 

18
 

8 

rea
tio

n G
rou

nd
 

86 Pond 

E DRIVE 

Stoke Gate 

4 1 

13 

5 

90 
92 

96 

110 

75
 

87 

101 

97 95a 95 93a 93 

1 

8 

10 

2 

10 2 

14

26 

29 
15 11 

1 

16 

14 

28 

1 

2 

1 

12 

11
 

15
 

27
 

1 

29 

15 11 
1 

18 

24 

60.8m 

STOKE 

BUNBY ROAD 

PENNYLETS GREEN 

E 

ASH GROVE 

CRESCENT 

LAKESIDE DRIVE 

60.8m 

SEFTON CLOSE 

CLOSE 

RO
GE

RS
 LA

NE
 

2 

6 

20 

2 

COURT 

Pond 

Southcroft 

Hillcroft 

22 

3 

B 4
16

 

WILLOW PARK 

Po
lice

St
ati

on
 

59.9
B
1
M
m 

St
An

dre
ws

Ch
urc

h 

124a
126 

10 

1 

ROGERS LANE 

Hall 

PO
 

Ba
nk

 El Sub Sta 

BU
NB

Y R
OA

D 

PENNYLETS GREEN 

BE
LL

S
HI

LL
GR

EE
N 

31 

38 
32 

30 

40 
50 

40 54 

52
 

53
 

50
 

51
 

49
 

48
 

46
 

47
 

42
 45

 

41
 

34
 

33 

26 

129 

105 

110 

18 
25 

14 
21 

11 

12 
20 19 

23 

15 

3 

31 43 

55 
67 

B 4
16

 

107 

Miscellany 

142 

127 

1to 23 

Court 

FR
EE

MA
NS

CL
 

FREEMANS CLOSE 

37 

29 
47 

56 

6 

124
122 

2 

19 

PH 

Car Park 

Bold's 

120 

HH
 

HH 

HH 

HH 

HH 

HH 

HH
 

HH
 HH 

HH 

HH 

HH
 

HH
 

± 
This map is based upon Ordnance Survey material with the
 
permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her

Majesty's Stationery Office © Crown copyright. Unauthorised
 
reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to prosecution
 Stoke Poges West End 
or civil proceedings. South Bucks District Council 100025874

(2010).
 

Conservation Area 
Clifton 

Cottage 

Sunnyside 
Cottages Listed building 

Positive building 
Positive curtilage building 
Stoke Court 

! Tree or area sub ect to a TPO 
éééééééé 

( j

Groups of significant trees 
k Individual significant trees 

èèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèè Significant hedge 
èèèèèèèèèè Significant boundary walls 

HH Glimpse 
HH Unfolding View 

éé

Tank 

Pond 

Fountain
Stoke Court 

(Research Laboratory) 
k 

Lake k 

West
House

End 

OLD
ORCHARD 

Boxted 
Grange Dower HouseBanwait Villa 

Sluice 

White Lodge 

è


èè
èèèèk Abbots 

Little 
Pond Corner 

k 
Recreation Ground

Leigh 

Abbots 
Leigh

Lake View 

Beechcroft Eliza Grange 

éé


!
(

Edzell 

y Tree
House 

63.0m 

61.0m 

Issues 

7643 

Sinks 

63.1m 

63.1m 

k Appledore 

Little 

èèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèèè

91 
Mountk 

The Gatehouse 

k 

Stoke Court Cottage Mulberry Little 
tt

éééé


DRIVE 

!
(
 
Flint 55.9m 

Cottage 

è
58.8m 

30 

63.7m 
The Laurels 

BM
64.40m 

2 

El Sub Sta 

12

PC 

LB 

Thames


House
 

k 
k 

Winterclyde èè60.4mèèèè 
k k k 

Co age Place 

Stoke Poges
School 

!
(
 
The Dog and Pot 

(PH) 

56.9m LB 

El 
Sub
 

Sta
 

k 

Playground 

Tall 

Trees 

Thatches 

Tennis Court 

TCB 

DowningsCar Pond
Park 

BM 57.24m 
Pond Downings 

Hurstwood El Sub Sta 
Holl

Surgery 

Four 
0 12.5 25 50 75 100

Meters
Pennies 

Brae 

Recreation Ground 

Lodge 
!
(
 

Stoke Meadow 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Stoke Poges – West End Conservation Area 

CHAPTER 1 – INTRODUCTION & PLANNING POLICY CONTEXT 

What is a conservation area? 

Local planning authorities have a statutory duty to designate as conservation 
areas any “areas of special architectural or historic interest the character or 
appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance” (section 69 of the 
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990).   

Effect of designation 

Conservation-area designation imposes additional controls over demolition, 
minor development and a measure of protection for trees.  The Council has 
produced a leaflet “Guidance for Residents” which is reproduced in the 
Appendix. In exercising their planning powers, local planning authorities must 
pay special attention to the desirability of preserving or enhancing the 
character or appearance of conservation areas. 

Planning in South Bucks 

The Council’s current policies relating to conservation areas are contained in 
the South Bucks District Local Plan which was adopted in March 1999.  As the 
new Local Development Framework emerges the Local Plan policies will 
gradually be replaced by Development Plan Documents.  Conservation Area 
appraisals will not become Supplementary Planning Documents but their 
provisions will be a “material consideration” when the Council is exercising its 
functions as the local planning authority. 

Archaeology and planning 

The effect of development on heritage assets of archaeological interest is a 
material planning consideration.  Information is held on the County Historic 
Environment Record and regularly updated and ‘Archaeological Notification 
Areas’ act as a planning trigger for consideration of archaeological issues in 
relation to recorded sites. Applicants for planning consent may be required to 
undertake assessments and field evaluations to inform decisions and/or 
conditions may be applied to safeguard archaeological interests.  For further 
information and advice contact the County Archaeological Service on 01296-
382927. 

Background to the conservation area review 

Local planning authorities have a statutory duty to review from “time to 
time” the conservation areas within their boundaries and South Bucks District 
Council is currently engaged in a programme to review all its conservation 
areas. On the basis of its own survey of the area and having taken into 
account current legislation, government planning guidance and English 
Heritage’s guidance on conservation areas South Bucks District Council has 
formulated certain proposals.  In formulating these proposals the Council has 

Introduction 
& planning policy context 
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Stoke Poges – West End Conservation Area 

also taken account of English Heritage’s Conservation Principles published in 
2008 in seeking to understand the heritage values which attach to places.  
These values “range from evidential, which is dependent on the inherited 
fabric of the place, through historical and aesthetic, to communal values 
which derive from people’s identification with the place” (per “Conservation 
Principles, page 27). 

Outline of the proposals 

The Council proposed the designation of a new conservation area entitled 
“Stoke Poges – West End Conservation Area”.  Details of the proposals were 
set out in the draft version of this appraisal. 

Purpose of this appraisal, public consultation and procedures 

The purpose of this appraisal is to define and record the special architectural 
and historic interest of the conservation area. In addition it records some of 
the features which currently detract from the character or appearance of the 
area and where enhancement opportunities may be available.  It has been 
prepared on the basis of a survey of the area undertaken from public roads 
and paths and, where access has been given, from some private property, 
historical research, and the other sources mentioned in the “Sources” section 
of this document.   

However no appraisal can ever be completely comprehensive.  The omission 
of any particular building, feature, tree, view or space should not be taken to 
imply that it is of no interest. 

Local residents, property owners and other interested people and 
organisations were consulted on the proposals and invited to submit their 
comments by way of a questionnaire.  Additional information on the proposals 
was provided by way of a public exhibition and the publication of the draft of 
this appraisal on the Council’s website. 

The results of the public consultation were taken into account by the Council 
when deciding whether or not to designate the conservation area, as proposed 
or with modifications to the boundaries. 

As adopted by the Council, the appraisal will inform local planning policies, 
development control decisions and any future proposals for the preservation 
and enhancement of the character or appearance of the conservation area. 

Introduction 
& planning policy context 
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Stoke Poges – West End Conservation Area 

CHAPTER 2 – LOCATION, CONTEXT & SETTING 

Stoke Poges parish is in the southern part of South Bucks District bordering the 
conurbation of Slough and 23 miles from central London.  It lies on the dip-
slope of the Buckinghamshire Chiltern hills running southwards towards the 
River Thames with a gentle drop from the high point of Stoke Common (on the 
75 metre contour) at the northern end of the parish, to a height of 35 metres 
in the south. 

STOKE 
POGES 

The location map shows how Stoke Poges is conveniently placed for major 
transport routes. 

The parish covers around 2,500 acres, 76% of which is green space, much of it 
mixed woodland, with pleasant scenery typical of “leafy Bucks”. Stoke 
Common is the largest area of open heath-land in Buckinghamshire and has 
been designated a Site of Special Scientific Interest.  The gravel soils of the 
Thames terraces once supported mixed farming but the fields are now turned 
over to grazing, particularly for horses. 

The population of the parish stood at less than 5,000 at the 2001 census.  
Traditionally an area of dispersed hamlets, the break-up of landed estates in 
the 20th century resulted in areas of denser, more suburban, housing 
development as well as new employment premises.  The hub of the village 
community, with a village hall, medical centre, church, school and Post 
Office, is at Bells Hill on the main road between Gerrards Cross and Slough 

Location, context & setting   
3 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Stoke Poges – West End Conservation Area 

(B416). The predominant character of village and parish remains semi-rural, 
in marked contrast with neighbouring Slough. 

Stoke Poges is an affluent area with higher than average levels of owner-
occupation and car ownership. House prices are high (in 2007 the average 
house price in Stoke Poges was 50 per cent higher than the Buckinghamshire 
average) thanks to a location convenient for London, Heathrow and the 
Thames valley corridor combined with an attractive living environment.  
These factors and the continuing growth of Slough on the doorstep increase 
demands on the infra-structure and for more building but further 
development is constrained by green belt designation which covers around 
90% of the parish. 

The conservation area forms part of the village of Stoke Poges and comprises 
the historic hamlet of West End plus Stoke Court, one of the four historic 
estates in the parish. Stoke Court is currently an employment site but has 
recently been acquired by a housing development company. 

Bells Hill, Stoke Poges, looking south where the land slopes down from Stoke 
Common towards the Thames valley.  Windsor Castle can just be glimpsed on 
the skyline.  The distant view of the castle, now often obscured by trees and 
modern development, would have been an historic feature of many of the 
country houses in Stoke Poges. 

Location, context & setting   
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Stoke Poges – West End - Conservation Area 

CHAPTER 3 – ORIGINS AND HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT  

The Archaeology of the parish of Stoke Poges 
(kindly contributed by Buckinghamshire’s County Archaeologist) 

The parish of Stoke Poges lies upon the Burnham plateau, an area of gravel 
terraces laid down by ancestral courses of the River Thames about 300,000 to 
450,000 years ago. Many hundreds of stone tools made by early humans have 
been found during gravel digging between Cookham and Iver in the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries.  It is clear that this was a favoured area during 
times of warmer climate, although most of the finds are ‘rolled’ indicating 
that they have been washed into the gravels by glacial meltwaters during 
subsequent cold periods. ‘Palaeoliths’ are reported from Duffield Pit, the 
brick pit in the conservation area, and from Marble Head Pit just over the 
parish boundary near Wexham Hospital.  It is likely that many more such 
artefacts lie scattered through the gravels beneath Stoke Poges. 

After the end of the last Ice Age (c. 10,000 BC) the Rivers Thames and Colne 
provided a focus for human occupation with many sites of hunter-gatherers 
and early farmers found along them.  The higher ancestral gravel terraces 
have seen much less archaeological investigation than the valley floor but 
what evidence we have suggests that the Burnham plateau was only sparsely 
occupied before the Middle Bronze Age (c. 1,500 BC).  Recent excavations at 
Wexham Quarry unexpectedly found a circular Middle Bronze Age enclosure 
100 metres in diameter defined by shallow gullies and associated with several 
clusters of pits and postholes; it may have been an animal pound and small 
settlement. Within the parish a bronze axehead was found on Stoke Common.  
A cremation burial urn was uncovered during the construction of Stoke Park 
Golf Course and a nearby mound interpreted as a barrow (burial mound) is the 
only scheduled monument in the parish.  During the later Bronze Age or Iron 
Age two hillforts were built on the plateau at Burnham Beeches and Gerrards 
Cross and a settlement enclosure built near Wexham hospital, but as yet no 
finds of this date have been recorded in the parish itself.   

A substantial Roman settlement was excavated at Wexham Quarry.  There is 
an undated rectangular cropmark in a field south-east of Snitterfield Farm in 
the Stoke Green Conservation Area which could be prehistoric or Roman but in 
Stoke Poges village only a few pieces of Roman pottery have been found in a 
field north of the village on the former common. 

At present there is no archaeological evidence for Saxon activity in Stoke 
Poges parish despite the evidence of the Domesday Book that the area was 
inhabited by the 11th century.  However, an archaeological excavation just 
beyond the parish boundary at Wexham Road (Slough) revealed traces of two 
post-built early Saxon hall houses.  This settlement could extend across the 
road into the Stoke Green Conservation Area and indicates the potential for 
further discoveries. 

Origins & historical development 
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Stoke Poges – West End - Conservation Area 

Little archaeological evidence has yet been found for the important medieval 
changes to the landscape instigated by the Molyns family at Stoke Park 
although a hollow-way links the old manor to the church, whilst the deer park 
boundary ditch may have been found in excavations beside the manor house.   

The wider landscape retained its essentially medieval form until enclosure in 
1822. Parks and gardens proliferated in the 19th and early 20th centuries 
owing to the twin attractions of proximity to London and Windsor.  Formal 
gardens were established at Stoke Court in the 19th century and at Framewood 
and Fulmer Court in the early twentieth century, the latter with planting 
planned by Gertrude Jekyll.  In the twentieth century Slough engulfed the 
southern part of the ancient parish and many of the historic field patterns 
elsewhere were altered or lost to development.   

Summary of archaeological interest in the Stoke Poges Conservation Areas 
Stoke Park Conservation Area has significant archaeological interest relating 
to the prehistoric barrow, medieval and post-medieval manor, medieval 
church and deer park and post-medieval designed landscape.  Stoke Green 
Conservation Area has potential for prehistoric, Roman and Saxon settlement 
indicated by the Wexham Road and Quarry discoveries to the east and 
cropmarks within the Conservation Area.  There is also potential for remains 
associated with the medieval/post-medieval hamlet and post-medieval garden 
landscaping.  Stoke Poges West End Conservation Area has more limited 
potential for medieval/post-medieval remains.  

A brief history of Stoke Poges 
The recorded history of Stoke Poges begins with the Domesday Book of 1086 
where it is referred to as “Stoches”.  At the Conquest, the Saxon lord of the 
manor, Sired, was dispossessed by Walter, a tenant of the Norman baron, 
William Fitz Ansculf. The number of pigs on the manor, at 500 said to be 
amongst the highest in the county, shows that there must have been 
extensive woodlands. 

There are no surviving documents referring to Stoke Poges in Anglo-Saxon 
time but it was the centre of Stoke Hundred, one of the three Chiltern 
Hundreds. A hundred, originally an area equivalent to 100 hides of land, was 
a unit for tax, administrative and judicial purposes.  The hundred meeting-
place has not been identified; once thought a possible candidate, the Montem 
Mound or Salt Hill (in the historic parish but now in Slough), is now 
interpreted as the remains of a small Norman motte castle.  Hundreds were 
abolished in the local government reforms of the 1880s but taking the 
Stewardship of the Chiltern Hundreds (a Royal appointment) remains a 
procedural device for Members of Parliament who wish to resign.   

 “Stoke” was a common Anglo-Saxon place-name, from the Old English “stoc” 
meaning an “outlying farmstead or hamlet, secondary settlement” (per Mills).  
The Poges affix originated in the 13th century, when Stoke was held by a 
family of Norman descent, the le Pugeis. 

Origins & historical development 
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Stoke Poges – West End - Conservation Area 

It was probably around the time of Domesday that the rural landscape 
recorded on 18th and early 19th century maps started to emerge with a 
dispersed settlement pattern, arable open fields in the south and central 
parts of the parish and a network of tracks leading up to woodland and open 
heath in the north. 

In the 14th century the manor was acquired by John de Molyns, a medieval 
robber baron, who apparently enlarged his landholdings by marriage and 
murdering his wife’s cousin! A favourite of Edward III, he was given licence to 
fortify his manor house here and to create a park by enclosing three woods. 
The creation of the medieval deer park, now Stoke Park, may have inhibited 
the growth of a nucleated settlement near the manor and church, with Stoke 
Poges retaining a pattern of dispersed settlement over the ensuing centuries. 

Molyns left another enduring legacy since he also re-founded and rebuilt much 
of the church, dedicated to St. Giles, and in the 1330s obtained the right to 
hold a market and three fairs.  Presumably these were not successful since 
there is no mention of either market or fairs after the mid-15th century, 
although a toy fair used to be held at Stoke Green in the early 19th century. 

In the 15th century one of Molyns’ descendants married into the Hastings 
family. Francis Hastings, second Earl of Huntingdon, rebuilt the Manor House 
in 1555, part of which still remains in the Stoke Park Conservation Area.  The 
Hastings family fell on hard times and the Manor House was let to Sir 
Christopher Hatton, Lord Chancellor and a favourite of Queen Elizabeth I.  
Another of her favourites, the great jurist and champion of the Common Law, 
Lord Chief Justice Coke, lived in the Manor House until his death there in 
1634. When he entertained the Queen in 1601 he is said to have presented 
her with jewellery then worth the princely sum of £1,000. 

There are other significant royal associations.  King Charles I was kept 
prisoner in the Manor House for a few days in 1647 and King William III was 
denied access in 1688 by Robert Gayer, who seemed to fear that a King who 
had recently taken over the realm might also have designs on Stoke Poges 
Manor. 

It is likely that there was a brickworks in Stoke Poges by the late 15th century 
as records relating to the building of Hampton Court by Henry VIII refer to two 
brickmakers from Stoke Poges making bricks for the palace.  There are 
seventeenth century records of Stoke Court brickworks and several extraction 
pits known around the parish, such as near Woodbines Cottages and south-
west of Tithe Farm. 

Perhaps Stoke Poges is best known for its links with the Penn family (of 
Pennsylvania fame) and the poet, Thomas Gray.  The churchyard is widely 
regarded as the inspiration for Gray’s most famous poem, Elegy Written in a 
Country Churchyard, and many visitors from home and abroad come to pay 
their respects at his simple grave.  Gray’s close ties with the conservation 
area will be outlined later as will those of the Penn family with Stoke Court. 

Origins & historical development 
7 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stoke Poges – West End - Conservation Area 

Thomas Penn, Lord Proprietor of Pennsylvania and second son of that state’s 
founder, William Penn, bought Stoke Poges Manor in 1760.  His son John was 
to have a profound effect on the development of Stoke Poges, quite apart 
from building the present mansion at Stoke Park, since he was the moving 
force behind the enclosure of the parish at the start of the 19th century. 

There had already been some piecemeal enclosure but the system of open-
field farming continued in the south of the parish.  Penn’s plans were met by 
objections from the local gentry and clergy on behalf of the many poor 
families who relied on Stoke Common to cut turf for fuel and to graze their 
animals. The controversy raged on for several years.  Although the Enclosure 
Act was passed in 1810 the actual awards of land were not completed until 
1822. 

The final compromise resulted in the preservation of 200 acres of Stoke 
Common for charitable purposes as a “Poor’s Fuel Allotment”.  Since 2007 
Stoke Common has been owned and managed by the City of London 
Corporation. It has significant communal value as an open space for 
recreation and biodiversity. 

The Enclosure also laid the foundation for a new village hub, with plots laid 
out along Bells Hill becoming a small shopping centre, recently redeveloped. 

For most of the 19th century Stoke Poges remained a predominantly rural 
economy with jobs dependent on agriculture or the four large estates; Stoke 
Park, Stoke Place, Stoke Court (in the conservation area), and Sefton Park 
(just east of Bells Hill). These estates had grown and prospered and other 
substantial “gentlemen’s residences” were built in the late Victorian and 
Edwardian periods, their owners attracted to the area by the proximity to 
London and royal connections at nearby Windsor.   

The population of the parish increased from 741 in the 1801 census to 3,175 in 
1901, but much of that growth was thanks to the increasing urbanisation of 
Slough after the arrival of the Great Western Railway in the 1830s.  Slough’s 
northward expansion sparked a series of boundary changes in 1894, 1900, 
1930 and 1931 when Stoke Poges finally lost the southern end of the parish 
which once extended to the Bath Road (the A4).   

The 20th century has seen considerable growth in Stoke Poges, particularly 
after World War II.  Although the four large houses remain, the break-up of 
their estates has provided land for new housing and commercial development.   

Origins & historical development 
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Stoke Poges – West End - Conservation Area 

Origins and development of the West End Conservation Area 
Before the Enclosure Act of 1810 Stoke Common extended as far south as 
Rogers Lane.  It seems likely that settlement originated along the edge of the 
Common. 

1770 Jefferys Map 

(Reproduced by kind permission of Buckinghamshire Archaeological Society) 

This county map drawn from a survey in 1766-68 shows most of the parish 
with the Common (Stoke Heath) reaching as far south as Rogers Lane and 
Hollybush Hill (formerly called Tower Hill).  Most of the settlement was in the 
area labelled Morrels End, along the southern end of Bells Hill.  Although not 
named there is a cluster of buildings at West End.  Buildings are generally 
arranged irregularly along the roads leading south from the Common.  The 
road layout is basically the same as today except that the house at Stoke 
Court was close to Duffield Lane before the road was diverted in stages to the 
east. This map shows the stream which rises on the higher land of Stoke 
Heath and still runs south through Stoke Court and then along Lakeside Drive.  

Origins & historical development 
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1822 Enclosure Map 

(Original held at the Centre for Buckinghamshire Studies (CBS) ref.IR138c and 
reproduced with the kind permission of the Vicar of Stoke Poges and the CBS) 

This map illustrates the effect of the Enclosure, with plots laid out north of 
Rogers Lane on former Common land, as well as the evolving plan-form, 
thanks to road diversions instigated by the owners of Stoke Court.  The West 
End name also appears; Morrels End was the name attaching to the area 
around the present Village Hall.  Rogers Lane (then called Kiln Lane) 
presumably originated as a track along the southern edge of the Common 
linking the two north-south routes (now Duffield Lane and Bells Hill).  Duffield 
Lane had originally run past the front door of Stoke Court but by this time the 
early 17th century yeoman farmhouse had been gentrified and was known as 
West End House.  The first diversion in 1812 enabled the owner to enlarge the 
grounds, taking in the large pond on the green-coloured land north east of the 
house, formerly part of the Common.  Perhaps this served as a village pond 
for West End.  The original route of the diverted road can still be traced along 
the old drive which runs through the grounds of Stoke Court, past the Dower 
House, and south-westwards along Stoke Court Drive.   

The Lord of the Manor, John Penn, owned the brick kiln on the southern edge 
of the Common in Rogers Lane.  The evidence of the deep clay-pit remains 
with the 20th century houses set below the surface of the road; two of them 
are within the conservation area. Also shown are the original school (now 
120-124 Rogers Lane) and Uplands, then the village workhouse, west of the 
Poor Cottages where Bells Court now stands.  Apart from Stoke Court, other 
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surviving buildings are Winterclyde, the current West End House, Stoke Court 
Cottage and Mulberry Cottage (formerly the Dog & Pot stables.) 
A later undated map at the Centre for Buckinghamshire Studies (ref. PR198-
28) shows a gravel pit immediately to the west of the brick kiln.  This was one 
of several pits in the parish which provided aggregate for mending the roads.  

1846 Parish Map drawn by William Trumper 

(Original held at the Centre for Buckinghamshire Studies (CBS), ref. PR198-28 
8R – reproduced with the kind permission of the Vicar of Stoke Poges and the 
CBS) 

By the time of this map the 1832 road diversion had taken Stoke Court 
Cottage into the grounds of Stoke Court and the “village pond” had gone.  The 
distinctive right-angled bend next to Winterclyde persists to this day, 
although on this map there appears to be a building on what is now green 
space between the present school and Winterclyde.  A terraced row is shown 
where Gladstone Villas (dated 1880) now stand. 

By 1899 the Ordnance Survey Map shows that the old school had become the 
Parish Room following the building of a new village school in School Lane in 
1876 (outside the conservation area). The houses on the west side of Rogers 
Lane, which still survive, had been built, as had stables at Stoke Court (now 
The Gatehouse and Little Mount). 
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1899 Ordnance Survey map 

1925 Ordnance Survey map   
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The 1925 Ordnance Survey map shows the effect of the final road diversion 
which enabled the building of the present Dog & Pot around 1900 and the 
incorporation of the kitchen garden in the grounds of Stoke Court.  It still 
shows the gasometer (presumably to serve Stoke Court) on the site of the old 
gravel pit. 

1938 Ordnance Survey map   

(all Ordnance Survey Maps reproduced by kind permission of the Centre for 
Bucks Studies) 

By 1938 St. Andrew’s Church had been built (as a Methodist Chapel), and the 
Parish Room had become dwellings (now 120- 124 Rogers Lane).  The two 
pairs of semi-detached houses had been built (Hillcroft/Southcroft and 
numbers 96/98 Rogers Lane).  

Post World War II 
Within the conservation area housing development has mainly been limited to 
enlargement and alteration of existing buildings.  Of the houses built in the 
old gravel pit only 99 and 101 Rogers Lane are in the conservation area.  The 
most significant development has been the building of Stoke Poges School in 
1968, next to the original 1800 school. Outside the conservation area Stoke 
Court Drive has been developed, partly on the old kitchen garden of Stoke 
Court but most housing development, suburban in character, has taken place 
on land north of the conservation area between Duffield Lane and Bells Hill.  

Origins & historical development 
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Historic Uses 
Before the 19th century the conservation area at West End would have been a 
small rural settlement, with the parish poorhouse at Uplands, originally built 
as part of a lace factory. The “Twopenny School” was built in 1800 and the 
historic school use is now continuing in the adjacent building, the modern 
Stoke Poges School.  The village inn, The Dog and Pot, was rebuilt when it got 
in the way of the expansion of Stoke Court.   

Stoke Court evolved from a farmhouse into a gentleman’s residence with large 
pleasure grounds and an estate used for farming and shooting.  Further 
research would show how many local residents were employed at Stoke Court 
but the estate sale in the 1920s included several cottages in the village.   

Apart from lace-making, the only industry was brick-making.  It is believed 
that the bricks for the earliest part of Stoke Court were made on site around 
1618. The earliest mention of the brick kiln in Rogers Lane was in the 
Overseers’ Accounts for 1694 (per Philpot). 

As usual in such communities some houses in West End were also used as 
shops or workshops.  Over the years Winterclyde has been used as a 
beerhouse, bakery and police house and the village pump was at the front of 
the building.   

Rogers Lane in 1910 – postcard kindly supplied from the Rimington collection 
and reproduced with the permission of Stoke Poges Parish Council 

This view shows Winterclyde clad in creeper on the left with the village 
pump next to the front wall.  The man in the road looks as though he has just 
collected water from the pump.  The house in the distance is now called 
West End House (formerly Little Place) and has since be en extended.  The 
houses on the right also survive (73-83 Rogers Lane).   
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Stoke Poges-West End Conservation Area 

CHAPTER 4 - SUMMARY OF SPECIAL INTEREST 

The character and appearance of the conservation area have been strongly 
influenced by the growth of the Stoke Court estate during the 18th, 19th and 
early 20th centuries and the enclosure of Stoke Poges after 1810.   

The factors which give the Stoke Poges West End Conservation Area its special 
architectural and/or historic interest can be summarised as follows: 

• It retains the character of an historic village despite considerable post-
war suburban growth in Stoke Poges. 
• Its origins as a hamlet on the edge of Stoke Common which provided 
grazing land and fuel for the residents. 
• The inter-relationship between the hamlet of West End and Stoke 
Court, one of the four large estates of Stoke Poges parish.  
• A distinctive and historic plan form which also reflects 19th century 
road-diversions made to accommodate the expansion of the Stoke Court 
estate. 
• The listed house at Stoke Court.  This originated as a 17th century 
farmhouse and developed into a large country house. 
• The verdant character of the Stoke Court estate which forms part of 
the village setting. 
• Its association with notable people. In particular the poet Thomas Gray 
who frequently stayed at Stoke Court and wrote some of his most famous 
work there. Other significant owners and residents of Stoke Court were the 
Salters, Penns, Abraham Darby IV and the Allhusens. 
• Survival of unlisted historic village buildings from the 18th and 19th 

centuries. 
• Survival of listed buildings including the 18th century former lace 
factory/workhouse (Uplands) and former village “Tuppenny” school. 
• Survival of a 1900 public house in Arts and Crafts style, largely 
unaltered. 
• Historic uses which are still evident in converted buildings. 
• The contribution of trees, hedges and green spaces to the feeling of a 
semi-rural village. 
• The communal value and historic continuity of a modern school built 
next to the historic former village school. 
• Traces in the landscape of an old brick pit in Rogers Lane (formerly 
called Kiln Lane). The houses here are below the level of the road.  Two of 
them are included in the conservation area.  
• The communal value of St. Andrew’s church and a thriving church 
centre. 

All the heritage values – evidential, historic, aesthetic and communal – attach 
to the conservation area. 

Summary of special interest 
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CHAPTER 5 – STOKE COURT 

Introduction 
Stoke Court was one of the four large estates of Stoke Poges, growing 
organically from the 17th to the 20th centuries.  The current extent of Stoke 
Park is shown on the Analysis Plan but the estate once covered a much larger 
area. A serious fire in 1979 could have spelt the end of the building but the 
exposed shell left by the fire gave the owners the opportunity to carry out a 
meticulous examination of the structure.  The ensuing report prepared by 
Miles Laboratories’ librarian, Joan P. Philpot, (a copy of which is held by the 
Council) records the history and development of Stoke Court.  This report 
informed the restoration of the building and will be a useful guide for future 
conservation.  A Landscape Survey prepared by the garden historian, Dr. Sarah 
Rutherford, in 2009 gives a detailed account of the development of the 
grounds.  Stoke Court has been included in the conservation area for its 
special architectural and historic interest.  This chapter contains a brief 
outline of its development and historical associations which provide that 
special interest, together with a description of the elements which contribute 
to or detract from its character and appearance.  It will show how Stoke Court 
exhibits historic, aesthetic and evidential values. 

A Brief History of Stoke Court 
The land was held by the Bulstrodes (Sheriffs of Buckinghamshire) from at 
least the beginning of the 16th century until it was sold to William Groome, a 
yeoman farmer, around 1618. He built a farmhouse of two storeys plus attic 
and cellar, with just a kitchen and parlour on the ground floor, separated by a 
central chimney stack.  There is evidence for a tile kiln on the land in the 17th 

century. The house was soon enlarged and came into the ownership of the 
Salter family in 1660. 

In 1721 the property passed to Elliot Salter, a captain in the Royal Navy, who 
let the house to Jonathan Rogers and his wife Anna in 1739.  Anna was the 
sister of the poet Thomas Gray’s mother, Dorothy.  Thomas Gray (1716-1771), 
the only one of twelve children to survive infancy, was devoted to his mother 
who endured a brutal marriage, supporting her family from her millinery 
business in London. Thanks to her efforts Thomas was educated at Eton, and 
went on to study at Cambridge. His father died in 1741 and after Jonathan 
Rogers died a year later his mother went to live with her two sisters at Stoke 
Court, then called West End House.   

Gray would spend his college vacations with his mother and aunts and West 
End House became his second home.  There are no pictures of the house from 
this time but Gray wrote to a friend describing a “compact neat box of red 
brick with sash-windows” and “a grotto made of flints and shell-work”.  Gray 
drew inspiration from his long walks in the countryside around Stoke Poges.  
His first publication was “Ode on a Distant Prospect of Eton College” written 
at West End House in 1742 and he is thought to have begun composing his best 
known work, The Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard, around this time.  
He finished The Elegy in 1750 while staying at West End House and it was 
eventually published in 1751. Lady Cobham, who then lived at Stoke Poges 
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Manor House, was a great admirer of the poem and befriended Gray.  His 
light-hearted poem The Long Story describes how they came to meet. The 
tree-lined walk in the grounds of Stoke Court still bears the name “Gray’s 
Walk” and it is generally said that Gray composed poetry, including the Ode 
on a Distant Prospect of Eton College, looking south from the vantage point 
on the highest ground in an alcove called “Gray’s Summerhouse”. 

Dorothy Gray died in 1753 and Gray’s own health was deteriorating.  He spent 
several weeks laid-up at West End House in 1755.  After the death of his Aunt 
Rogers in 1758 Gray felt that Stoke Poges was no longer his home and he gave 
up the lease of West End House.  He lived a quiet life of study in Cambridge, 
occasionally returning to Stoke Poges to visit his friends at the Manor House.  
A shy, modest man he turned down the 
Poet Laureateship in 1757. Gray died in 
Cambridge in 1771 and at his own wish was 
buried, anonymously, with his mother and 
aunt at Stoke Poges. He is commemorated 
locally by Gray’s Monument, erected in 
1799 near St. Giles’s church. 

Portrait of Thomas Gray by Benjamin 
Wilson (reproduced with the kind 
permission of the Penn-Gray Museum at 
Stoke Poges Memorial Gardens)► 

Captain Salter took up residence 
after West End House had been 
empty for some years and carried 
out various building works before 
1784. The date of Gray’s 
Summerhouse is not known but 
Philpot concluded it was built by 
Salter, and so could not have been 
used by Gray, but commemorated 
the spot where the poet wrote.  It 
seems unlikely that the 
summerhouse was built when Gray’s 
Walk was laid out since there was a 
reference to the walk in a lease as 
early as 1719 (per Philpot). 

Gray’s summerhouse – photograph taken in 1 899 by H.C. Shelley – showing 
the iron park fence, parts of which remain. 

The Salters sold the property in 1828, but not before the first road diversion 
in 1812. The new owner, Henry Willmer, a surgeon, instigated the second 
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diversion in 1832 and altered the house too, with J.F. Murray recording in 
1842 that West End Cottage is “now a place of some pretension to elegance.” 
In 1844 the estate was bought by the Penns of Stoke Park.  Their family 
fortune was shrinking and Granville John Penn moved out of the mansion at 
Stoke Park and made West End House his home.  It has been said that he 
rebuilt the house but Philpot says “it seems that Penn did not demolish nearly 
so much of the houses as has been thought.  But he did raise the roof, add 
Tudor chimneys and improve the windows.”  The Penn family’s reverence for 
the memory of Gray meant that the front corner of the house was preserve d 
in memory of the poet. The Penn arms still stand over the main door.  Penn 
also changed the name of the house to Stoke Court and by the time it was 
sold again in 1851 it had become a substantial gentleman’s residence.  The 
new owner was Abraham Darby IV, (1804-1878) one of the dynasty of 
ironmasters from Coalbrookdale responsible for the building of the first iron 
bridge over the Severn. This fourth bearer of the famous name joined the 
family firm and helped revive its fortunes with the Coalbrookdale Company’s 
successful stand at the Great Exhibition of 1851.  He became High Sherriff of 
Buckinghamshire. 

A sale catalogue of 1869 records the buildings and estate before they were 
sold to Christian Allhusen (1806-1890) who made his fortune in the Tyneside 
chemical industry. He moved to Stoke Court in 1873 and died there in 1890.  
It was during the ownership of his grandson, Henry, that Stoke Court reach ed 
its zenith as the epitome of an Edwardian country house.  Henry’s wife was a 
cousin of Sir Winston Churchill’s wife, Clementine, and the visitors’ book 
reflects how the rich and famous were entertained at Stoke Court.  Apart 
from great politicians of the day the Allhusens’ guests included important 
writers such as Thomas Hardy, John Buchan, Somerset Maugham and John 
Galsworthy. 

Undated postcard showing the lake on the right and the garden front be fore 
it was extended to the left to designs by Blow & Billeray.  Here the 
picturesque servants’ wing on the left with its gabled dormers and ta ll 

Stoke Court  
18 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Stoke Poges – West End Conservation Area 

chimneys can still be seen (since replaced).  (Reproduced from the Rimington 
collection with the kind permission of Stoke Poges Parish Council).   

Henry Allhusen began his political career as a founder member of Stoke Poges 
Parish Council in 1894 and went on to become a Conservative M.P.  He too 
altered the house employing the important Arts and Craft architects Blow and 
Billeray to design an extension to the west end of the garden fro nt. He also 
owned several cottages in the village and the estate is described in the 
auction catalogue on the sale after Henry’s death in 1927.  The Allhusen arms 
appear over the French door to the right of the main entrance. 

The 1927 sale resulted in the breaking up of the estate.  The house remained 
a private dwelling for only another year, becoming Stoke Court Country Club 
in 1928. By the 1950s it had reached the nadir of its fortunes when it was 
used for storing television sets. Demolition seemed inevitable but in 1959 the 
house was rescued by its new owners, Miles Laboratories, who carried out a 
comprehensive refurbishment of the house and grounds.   

Miles Laboratories, a pharmaceutical company founded in the U.S.A in 1884, 
was perhaps best known for Alka Seltzer.  Stoke Court was the U.K. 
headquarters of Miles, and until recently, a conference centre for the Bayer 
Group. The  house was sympathetically rebuilt after the fire of 1979, a plaque 
on the building recording the completion of the work in 1981 by architects, 
C.B.M. Smith & Partners, and contractors William Hartley & Sons (Wexham) 
Limited. 

The research carried on at Stoke Court earned it the soubriquet “Stoke Co urt 
University” amongst the research community since so many scientists earned 
their doctorates on the strength of work done there.  Research was mainly 
orientated towards opiates, aspirin and asthma/allergy.  The Director of 
Research, Dr. Harry Collier (d.1983), who was also an accomplished writer, 
lecturer and broadcaster, is commemorated by a simple bench in the grounds.  
Engraved on the slate-slab are words of Will iam Blake “What is now proved 
was once only imagined”. 

Dr. Collier’s 
commemorative bench 
in the shade o f a 
magnificent cedar tree 
at the southern end of 
Gray’s Walk. 
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The Buildings 
The main house was gutted by the 1979 fire. The principal (eastern) elevation 
and the garden front were restored generally to their pre-fire condition, with 
the notable exception of the tall pierced-stone balustrade shown on the 1921 
postcard below. 

Stoke Court – the main front – in a postcard of 1921 (reproduced with kind 
permission of Stoke Poges Parish Council - from the Rimington Collection) 

This shows the balustrade atop the tower on the right.  The wide path in the 
foreground led to the kitchen garden, and was on  the line of the present 
main drive, only created in 1960. Before then the house was approached 
from the south-west with the drive following the original route of Duffield 
Lane, before it was diverted.  The tarmac drive is still visible today and 
extends into the garden of the Dower House.  There were several statues  in 
the grounds, one of which was on the grass circle in front of the main door. 

The main front in June 2010. 
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The house was listed Grade II in 1985 – after the post-fire restoration.  The list 
description is in the Appendix of Listed Buildings.   

The garden (south-western) front in June 2010.  It is said that Gray’s room 
was the one with the balcony on the first floor of the right-hand tower. 

The principal and garden fronts are the only parts of the building in 
Elizabethan style and present a flamboyant appearance with their stuccoed 
walls lined to look like ashlar, multiple gables, towers and tall Tudor-style 
chimneys. The earlier courtyard has been filled in and the two other rang es 
(facing west and north) are plain, with the western range appearing rather 
utilitarian, of red/brown brick laid in Flemish bond with stone dressings. 
Those two ranges have no architectural interest. 

Other buildings:  Study of historic maps show that several buildings which 
were ancillary to the house have been lost, such as the picturesque polygonal 
dairy, laundry and ice-house.  The other build ings which survive at Stoke 
Court were built in the 20th century and are ancillary to the laboratory use.  
They have no architectural or historic interes t. 

The Dower House has been included in Stoke Court since it was built within 
the grounds in 1961 for the manager of Miles Laboratories. It is now in 
completely separate ownership.  Indeed the s tock brick estate wall curren tly 
forms the back wall of an outbuilding to the D ower House.  The Dower House 
was built on the western side of and partly across the former drive which was 
retained as the access from the Dower House to the main house.  Built in the 
style of a Californian beach house the Dower House is a single-storey, flat-
roofed open-plan building with walls of glass overlooking the Stoke Court lake.  
It was built to be as unobtrusive as possible since it cannot be seen from the 
road and so, from the public realm, appears still to be part of Stoke Court.  A 
fence has been erected across the former drive to separate the Dower House 
from Stoke Court. The present owners are gradually refurbishing the proper ty 
and despite its age the building looks newly built.  In particular the recent  use 
of cedar cladding is more sympathetic to the woodland setting of the Stoke 
Court grounds. 

Stoke Court  
22 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

Stoke Poges – West End Conservation Area 

The Grounds 
The land slopes from north to south with the house in the flat south-eastern 
part of the grounds.  The northern part of the site is spacious meadowla nd 
with Gray’s Walk, a path within a tree belt, forming an elongated horseshoe 
shape around the meadow’s 
edge. It has already been noted 
that Gray’s Summerhouse was 
at the high-point in the north-
east of the grounds.  A maze 
was planted south of the 
summerhouse in 1893 and is 
now completely lost.   

Looking south from the top of 
the meadow – Gray’s “distant 
prospect of Eton College” and 
views of Windsor Castle are now 
blocked by trees.► 

The gardens and pleasure grounds were much enlarged and improved by Darby 
and the Allhusens.  The formal gardens were to the south-west of the house. 
The raised terrace along the garden  front remains with a large lawn (once 
used for croquet) leading to the lake.  The flower beds have now gone but 
some sets of stone steps remain leading to the terraces on the rising ground 
north-west of the lawn where Gray’s Walk begins.  Water is a significant 
feature. A small stream rises to the north of t he conservation area and runs 
southwards between Gray’s Walk and Duffield Lane.  It then disappears, 
presumably culverted beneath the house, to form a string of four lakes.  
Those beyond the Stoke Park boundary run south-westward in the front 
gardens of modern houses in Lakeside Drive (outside the conservation ar ea). 

The lake within Stoke Court 
looking south-west towards 
Lakeside Drive.  The lake is 
divided into two by a curved 
dam with the higher level to 
the north.  The estate boundary 
wall is partly concealed by 
creeper and bushes.  Trees in 
Lakeside Drive outside the 
conservation area form a green 
backdrop. 

Spaces 
The Stoke Court estate forms a significant green, and largely open, space.  
Although private this space makes an important contribution to the rural 
village setting of West End. Within the grounds there is a variety of spaces.  
The openness of the meadow (photographed above) contrasts wi th the 
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enclosure of Gray’s Walk on the perimeter.  The southern part of the Stoke 
Court also has a more confined feel because of buildings and the more formal 
layout of the gardens and amount of tree cover.  This variety of spaces 
comprising woodland, grassland and garden is a significant feature of Stoke 
Court’s special character and appearance. 

Trees and greenery 
The verdant appearance of Stoke Court makes a significant contribution to the 
conservation area and the wider landscape-setting of West End.  From the 
public realm the house appear s tucked away, surrounded by trees.  The tree 
belt forming the boundary along Duffield Lane and the dense wood next to 
Stoke Court Drive are particularly important elements in the streetscene.  
Trees have not been surveyed for this appraisal but it is obvious that there are 
many important mature trees, deciduous and evergreen, native and non-
native within the grounds, valuable in their own right but also as attractive 
contributors to the setting of the house, village and wider landscape.  The 
earlier photograph of Dr. Collier’s seat shows just one of several splendid 
specimen trees. Other unusual examples are the two grey poplars between 
the house and car park. There are some old coppiced trees near the stream . 

Many wild flowers are evident in the meadow and a survey of the bio-diversity 
of Stoke Court would be welcome. 

Trees which are particularly significant when viewed from the public r ealm 
are marked on the Analysis Plan but it is emphasised that this is based on a 
rapid visual survey, not a proper tree sur vey. 

Views 
Stoke Court was not designed as a  “show-house”.  The way in which the road 
was diverted away from the house demo nstrates that the owners were 
increasingly concerned about privac y. The creation of the now-defunct drive 
south-west of the house meant that the house was approached obliquely with 
the entrance not evident until the visitor was directly upon it.  The present 
glimpse of the house along the main  drive leading directly to the front door is 
not an historic characteristic.  There are tantalising glimpses of the chimneys 
and roof from Lakeside Drive but the prin cipal views into Stoke Court are of 
trees. 

View looking n orth from Lakeside 
Drive beyond the boundary wall 
(covered in creeper) towards the 
roof of Stoke Court and trees in 
the grounds. The tall tree behind 
the house is one of the two grey 
poplars.► 

Views within Stoke Court are limited by trees and are more extensive across 
the open spaces of meadow, lawns and modern car park.  The location of the 
Dower House is sensitive since it is visible from across the lake. 
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Views out of Stoke Court are limited to glimpses through gaps in the trees, 
over the tops of boundaries  (such as to Stoke Court/Lakeside drives) and along 
drives. The backs of some houses in  Duffield Lane are visible as is the more 
open landscape to north and west. 

Some important views are mar ked on the Analysis Plan. 

Boundary treatments 
The positive contribution of the tree  belt marking the boundary with Duffield 
Lane has already been noted. 

Some of the iron park-fence remain s around the maze area and in other parts 
closer to the house; it is presumabl y 19th century. 

A wall in old stock brick laid in Flemish bo nd forms the boundary in the south-
west corner of the site. It is assumed to date from the break-up of the estate 
in  the 1920s or later and part must have been (re)built when the Dower House 
was erected in 1961. This wall forms a visually attractive boundary onto the 
street in Stoke Court/Lakeside Drives.  An interesting feature is the metal 
door in the wall giving access to t he sluice at the end of the lake.   

Of more historic interest are the re mains of the 19th century walls of the 
former kitchen garden. A stretch of this wall runs west-east and forms the 
boundary with West End House and  Mulberry Cottage.  The other two 
remaining sections front Roge rs Lane. The southern section forms part of the 
boundary of a modern house, number 1 
Stoke Court D rive. The wall, but not 
the house, has been included in the 
conservation area for its historic 
interest as part of Stoke Court. These 
sections of wall make a significant 
contribution to the streetscene.   

The former kitchen garden wall in 
Rogers Lane.  Note the distinctive 
curved profile with the wall bowed-o ut 
towards the base for stability.  The 
purple stock brick is laid in Flemish 
bond. 

Stoke Court  
25 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 

Stoke Poges – West End Conservation Area 

Neutral/negative features and enhancement opportunities 
Gray’s summerhouse 
The significance of the 
association with the poet Gray 
can hardly be overstated. The 
fact that Gray’s summerhouse is 
now a pile of rubble is a great 
loss. There is evidence that it 
was already being held togethe r 
by an iron tie-rod by the mid-19th

century. This is visible amid the 
pile of bricks on th e ground. A 
reconstruction with much of the 
original material may be pos sible 
and would be desirable to restor e 
a visible link with the poet. 

Ancillary buildings 
None of these contributes to the 
special interest of Stoke Court. 
The gate-office on the drive is the 
most visible building from the 
public realm and is a particularly 
negative element giving the 
entrance an industrial 
character.► 

The main drive 
As mentioned above this drive was created from the path to the kitchen 
garden in place of the oblique 
approach from what is now the 
Dower House. So the drive is not 
historically authentic since the 
front of the house was not meant 
to be seen directly from the road.  
The utilitarian assemblage of a 
straight concrete drive, (with 
white lines and a tarmac 
footpath), security gates and gate-
office give the drive an urban 
appearance more akin to an 
entrance to a factory rather than 
an elegant country-house. 

The entrance to the main drive with a name board set on a raised concrete-
flagged platform is urban in character, bears no visual relationship to the 
house and looks inappropriate in a village setting. 
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UThe car park 
This is a large, urban looking 
tarmac-covered space next to 
Gray’s Walk between the 
meadow and Duffield Lane. The 
car park is visible from the 
public realm through the gates 
in Duffield Lane. It has a 
significant negative impact on 
the historic character and 
appearance of Stoke Court. 

UFence in Stoke Court Drive 
This long stretch of close-board 
fencing next to the highway is 
visually unattractive and an 
inappropriate boundary 
treatment for a large country 
house. 

UThe Dower House Uis an aesthetically pleasing modern building.  However it 
appears out of context in the grounds of a Tudor style house.  Its location and 
style have not been informed by the history, character and appearance of 
Stoke Court.  The site map in the 1869 sale catalogue shows a small lodge 
house to the east of the former drive. No pictures of that lodge have been 
found. The Dower House sits mainly to the west of that drive and partly over 
its course. Location of the house on the site of the former lodge would have 
respected the history of the site.  The architectural style (a Californian beach 
house) with it horizontal emphasis, large proportion of glass to wall, flat roof 
and lack of decoration, and the use of non-traditional materials have no 
reference to the main house. The Dower House was built in 1961, before 
Stoke Court was listed.  Nowadays there is greater emphasis on the need for 
new development to respect its historic context.  Guidance can be found on 
the English Heritage website, particularly in the Building in Context Toolkit. 

Condition, problems and pressures 
The buildings at Stoke Court are being well-maintained.  However since the 
Bayer Group vacated the site the level of commercial activity has reduced and 
only parts of the buildings are being occupied.  The grounds are also less well-
tended than previously.  There is pressure for change of use and some new 
development since the site is currently owned by a housing developer.   

Developments within the setting of Stoke Court are sensitive since some 
buildings can be seen from within the grounds.  This applies particularly to 
houses in Lakeside Drive, Duffield Lane and Stoke Court Drive, where recent 
large extensions to Abbots Leigh appear overbearing when viewed from within 
the grounds of Stoke Court and the Dower House. 
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CHAPTER 5 – STOKE COURT 

Introduction 
Stoke Court was one of the four large estates of Stoke Poges, growing 
organically from the 17th to the 20th centuries.  The current extent of Stoke 
Park is shown on the Analysis Plan but the estate once covered a much larger 
area. A serious fire in 1979 could have spelt the end of the building but the 
exposed shell left by the fire gave the owners the opportunity to carry out a 
meticulous examination of the structure.  The ensuing report prepared by 
Miles Laboratories’ librarian, Joan P. Philpot, (a copy of which is held by the 
Council) records the history and development of Stoke Court.  This report 
informed the restoration of the building and will be a useful guide for future 
conservation.  A Landscape Survey prepared by the garden historian, Dr. Sarah 
Rutherford, in 2009 gives a detailed account of the development of the 
grounds.  Stoke Court has been included in the conservation area for its 
special architectural and historic interest.  This chapter contains a brief 
outline of its development and historical associations which provide that 
special interest, together with a description of the elements which contribute 
to or detract from its character and appearance.  It will show how Stoke Court 
exhibits historic, aesthetic and evidential values. 

A Brief History of Stoke Court 
The land was held by the Bulstrodes (Sheriffs of Buckinghamshire) from at 
least the beginning of the 16th century until it was sold to William Groome, a 
yeoman farmer, around 1618. He built a farmhouse of two storeys plus attic 
and cellar, with just a kitchen and parlour on the ground floor, separated by a 
central chimney stack.  There is evidence for a tile kiln on the land in the 17th 

century. The house was soon enlarged and came into the ownership of the 
Salter family in 1660. 

In 1721 the property passed to Elliot Salter, a captain in the Royal Navy, who 
let the house to Jonathan Rogers and his wife Anna in 1739.  Anna was the 
sister of the poet Thomas Gray’s mother, Dorothy.  Thomas Gray (1716-1771), 
the only one of twelve children to survive infancy, was devoted to his mother 
who endured a brutal marriage, supporting her family from her millinery 
business in London. Thanks to her efforts Thomas was educated at Eton, and 
went on to study at Cambridge. His father died in 1741 and after Jonathan 
Rogers died a year later his mother went to live with her two sisters at Stoke 
Court, then called West End House.   

Gray would spend his college vacations with his mother and aunts and West 
End House became his second home.  There are no pictures of the house from 
this time but Gray wrote to a friend describing a “compact neat box of red 
brick with sash-windows” and “a grotto made of flints and shell-work”.  Gray 
drew inspiration from his long walks in the countryside around Stoke Poges.  
His first publication was “Ode on a Distant Prospect of Eton College” written 
at West End House in 1742 and he is thought to have begun composing his best 
known work, The Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard, around this time.  
He finished The Elegy in 1750 while staying at West End House and it was 
eventually published in 1751. Lady Cobham, who then lived at Stoke Poges 
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Manor House, was a great admirer of the poem and befriended Gray.  His 
light-hearted poem The Long Story describes how they came to meet. The 
tree-lined walk in the grounds of Stoke Court still bears the name “Gray’s 
Walk” and it is generally said that Gray composed poetry, including the Ode 
on a Distant Prospect of Eton College, looking south from the vantage point 
on the highest ground in an alcove called “Gray’s Summerhouse”. 

Dorothy Gray died in 1753 and Gray’s own health was deteriorating.  He spent 
several weeks laid-up at West End House in 1755.  After the death of his Aunt 
Rogers in 1758 Gray felt that Stoke Poges was no longer his home and he gave 
up the lease of West End House.  He lived a quiet life of study in Cambridge, 
occasionally returning to Stoke Poges to visit his friends at the Manor House.  
A shy, modest man he turned down the 
Poet Laureateship in 1757. Gray died in 
Cambridge in 1771 and at his own wish was 
buried, anonymously, with his mother and 
aunt at Stoke Poges. He is commemorated 
locally by Gray’s Monument, erected in 
1799 near St. Giles’s church. 

Portrait of Thomas Gray by Benjamin 
Wilson (reproduced with the kind 
permission of the Penn-Gray Museum at 
Stoke Poges Memorial Gardens)► 

Captain Salter took up residence 
after West End House had been 
empty for some years and carried out 
various building works before 1784. 
The date of Gray’s Summerhouse is 
not known but Philpot concluded it 
was built by Salter, and so could not 
have been used by Gray, but 
commemorated the spot where the 
poet wrote. It seems unlikely that 
the summerhouse was built when 
Gray’s Walk was laid out since there 
was a reference to the walk in a 
lease as early as 1719 (per Philpot). 

Gray’s summerhouse – photograph taken in 1899 by H.C. Shelley – showing 
the iron park fence, parts of which remain. 

The Salters sold the property in 1828, but not before the first road diversion 
in 1812. The new owner, Henry Willmer, a surgeon, instigated the second 
diversion in 1832 and altered the house too, with J.F. Murray recording in 
1842 that West End Cottage is “now a place of some pretension to elegance.”   
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In 1844 the estate was bought by the Penns of Stoke Park.  Their family 
fortune was shrinking and Granville John Penn moved out of the mansion at 
Stoke Park and made West End House his home.  It has been said that he 
rebuilt the house but Philpot says “it seems that Penn did not demolish nearly 
so much of the houses as has been thought.  But he did raise the roof, add 
Tudor chimneys and improve the windows.”  The Penn family’s reverence for 
the memory of Gray meant that the front corner of the house was preserved 
in memory of the poet. The Penn arms still stand over the main door.  Penn 
also changed the name of the house to Stoke Court and by the time it was 
sold again in 1851 it had become a substantial gentleman’s residence.  The 
new owner was Abraham Darby IV, (1804-1878) one of the dynasty of 
ironmasters from Coalbrookdale responsible for the building of the first iron 
bridge over the Severn. This fourth bearer of the famous name joined the 
family firm and helped revive its fortunes with the Coalbrookdale Company’s 
successful stand at the Great Exhibition of 1851.  He became High Sherriff of 
Buckinghamshire. 

A sale catalogue of 1869 records the buildings and estate before they were 
sold to Christian Allhusen (1806-1890) who made his fortune in the Tyneside 
chemical industry. He moved to Stoke Court in 1873 and died there in 1890.  
It was during the ownership of his grandson, Henry, that Stoke Court reached 
its zenith as the epitome of an Edwardian country house.  Henry’s wife was a 
cousin of Sir Winston Churchill’s wife, Clementine, and the visitors’ book 
reflects how the rich and famous were entertained at Stoke Court.  Apart 
from great politicians of the day the Allhusens’ guests included important 
writers such as Thomas Hardy, John Buchan, Somerset Maugham and John 
Galsworthy. 

Undated postcard showing the lake on the right and the garden front before 
it was extended to the left to designs by Blow & Billeray.  Here the 
picturesque servants’ wing on the left with its gabled dormers and tall 
chimneys can still be seen (since replaced).  (Reproduced from the Rimington 
collection with the kind permission of Stoke Poges Parish Council).   
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Henry Allhusen began his political career as a founder member of Stoke Poges 
Parish Council in 1894 and went on to become a Conservative M.P.  He too 
altered the house employing the important Arts and Craft architects Blow and 
Billeray to design an extension to the west end of the garden front.  He also 
owned several cottages in the village and the estate is described in the 
auction catalogue on the sale after Henry’s death in 1927.  The Allhusen arms 
appear over the French door to the right of the main entrance. 

The 1927 sale resulted in the breaking up of the estate.  The house remained 
a private dwelling for only another year, becoming Stoke Court Country Club 
in 1928. By the 1950s it had reached the nadir of its fortunes when it was 
used for storing television sets. Demolition seemed inevitable but in 1959 the 
house was rescued by its new owners, Miles Laboratories, who carried out a 
comprehensive refurbishment of the house and grounds.   

Miles Laboratories, a pharmaceutical company founded in the U.S.A in 1884, 
was perhaps best known for Alka Seltzer.  Stoke Court was the U.K. 
headquarters of Miles, and until recently, a conference centre for the Bayer 
Group. The house was sympathetically rebuilt after the fire of 1979, a plaque 
on the building recording the completion of the work in 1981 by architects, 
C.B.M. Smith & Partners, and contractors William Hartley & Sons (Wexham) 
Limited. 

The research carried on at Stoke Court earned it the soubriquet “Stoke Court 
University” amongst the research community since so many scientists earned 
their doctorates on the strength of work done there.  Research was mainly 
orientated towards opiates, aspirin and asthma/allergy.  The Director of 
Research, Dr. Harry Collier (d.1983), who was also an accomplished writer, 
lecturer and broadcaster, is commemorated by a simple bench in the grounds.  
Engraved on the slate-slab are words of William Blake “What is now proved 
was once only imagined”. 

Dr. Collier’s 
commemorative bench 
in the shade of a 
magnificent cedar tree 
at the southern end of 
Gray’s Walk. 
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The Buildings 
The main house was gutted by the 1979 fire. The principal (eastern) elevation 
and the garden front were restored generally to their pre-fire condition, with 
the notable exception of the tall pierced-stone balustrade shown on the 1921 
postcard below. 

Stoke Court – the main front – in a postcard of 1921 (reproduced with kind 
permission of Stoke Poges Parish Council - from the Rimington Collection) 

This shows the balustrade atop the tower on the right.  The wide path in t he 
foreground led to the kitchen garden, and was on the line of the present 
main drive, only created in 1960. Before then the house was approached 
from the south-west with the drive following the original route of Duffie ld 
Lane, before it was diverted.  The tarmac drive is still visible today and 
extends into the garden of the Dower House.  There were several statues in 
the grounds, one of which was on the grass circle in front of the main door.   

The main front in June 2010. 
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The house was listed Grade II in 1985 – after the post-fire restoration.  The list 
description is in the Appendix of Listed Buildings.   

The garden (south-western) front in June 2010.  It is said that Gray’s room 
was the one with the balcony on the first floor of the right-hand tower. 

The principal and garden fronts are the only parts of the building in 
Elizabethan style and present a flamboyant appearance with their stuccoed 
walls lined to look like ashlar, multiple gables, towers and tall Tudor-style 
chimneys. The earlier courtyard has been filled in and the two other ranges 
(facing west and north) are plain, with the western range appearing rather 
utilitarian, of red/brown brick laid in Flemish bond with stone dressings.  
Those two ranges have no architectural interest. 

Other buildings:  Study of historic maps show that several buildings which 
were ancillary to the house have been lost, such as the picturesque polygonal 
dairy, laundry and ice-house.  The other buildings which survive at Stoke 
Court were built in the 20th century and are ancillary to the laboratory use.  
They have no architectural or historic interest. 

The Dower House has been included in Stoke Court since it was built within 
the grounds in 1961 for the manager of Miles Laboratories.  It is now in 
completely separate ownership.  Indeed the stock brick estate wall currently 
forms the back wall of an outbuilding to the Dower House.  The Dower House 
was built on the western side of and partly across the former drive which was 
retained as the access from the Dower House to the main house.  Built in the 
style of a Californian beach house the Dower House is a single-storey, flat-
roofed open-plan building with walls of glass overlooking the Stoke Court lake.  
It was built to be as unobtrusive as possible since it cannot be seen from the 
road and so, from the public realm, appears still to be part of Stoke Court.  A 
fence has been erected across the former drive to separate the Dower House 
from Stoke Court. The present owners are gradually refurbishing the property 
and despite its age the building looks newly built.  In particular the recent use 
of cedar cladding is more sympathetic to the woodland setting of the Stoke 
Court grounds. 
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The Grounds 
The land slopes from north to south with the house in the flat south-eastern 
part of the grounds.  The northern part of the site is spacious meadowland 
with Gray’s Walk, a path within a tree belt, forming an elongated horseshoe 
shape around the meadow’s 
edge. It has already been noted 
that Gray’s Summerhouse was 
at the high-point in the north-
east of the grounds.  A maze 
was planted south of the 
summerhouse in 1893 and is 
now completely lost.   

Looking south from the top of 
the meadow – Gray’s “distant 
prospect of Eton College” and 
views of Windsor Castle are now 
blocked by trees.► 

The gardens and pleasure grounds were much enlarged and improved by Darby 
and the Allhusens.  The formal gardens were to the south-west of the house. 
The raised terrace along the garden front remains with a large lawn (once 
used for croquet) leading to the lake.  The flower beds have now gone but 
some sets of stone steps remain leading to the terraces on the rising ground 
north-west of the lawn where Gray’s Walk begins.  Water is a significant 
feature. A small stream rises to the north of the conservation area and runs 
southwards between Gray’s Walk and Duffield Lane.  It then disappears, 
presumably culverted beneath the house, to form a string of four lakes.  
Those beyond the Stoke Park boundary run south-westward in the front 
gardens of modern houses in Lakeside Drive (outside the conservation area). 

The lake within Stoke Court 
looking south-west towards 
Lakeside Drive.  The lake is 
divided into two by a curved 
dam with the higher level to 
the north.  The estate bound ary 
wall is partly concealed by 
creeper and bushes.  Trees in 
Lakeside Drive outside the 
conservation area form a green 
backdrop. 

Spaces 
The Stoke Court estate forms a significant green, and largely open, space.  
Although private this space makes an important contribution to the rural 
village setting of West End. Within the grounds there is a variety of spaces.  
The openness of the meadow (photographed above) contrasts with the 
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enclosure of Gray’s Walk on the perimeter.  The southern part of the Stoke 
Court also has a more confined feel because of buildings and the more formal 
layout of the gardens and amount of tree cover.  This variety of spaces 
comprising woodland, grassland and garden is a significant feature of Stoke 
Court’s special character and appearance. 

Trees and greenery 
The verdant appearance of Stoke Court makes a significant contribution to the 
conservation area and the wider landscape-setting of West End.  From the 
public realm the house appears tucked away, surrounded by trees.  The tree 
belt forming the boundary along Duffield Lane and the dense wood next to 
Stoke Court Drive are particularly important elements in the streetscene.  
Trees have not been surveyed for this appraisal but it is obvious that there are 
many important mature trees, deciduous and evergreen, native and non-
native within the grounds, valuable in their own right but also as attractive 
contributors to the setting of the house, village and wider landscape.  The 
earlier photograph of Dr. Collier’s seat shows just one of several splendid 
specimen trees. Other unusual examples are the two grey poplars between 
the house and car park. There are some old coppiced trees near the stream. 

Many wild flowers are evident in the meadow and a survey of the bio-diversity 
of Stoke Court would be welcome. 

Trees which are particularly significant when viewed from the public realm 
are marked on the Analysis Plan but it is emphasised that this is based on a 
rapid visual survey, not a proper tree survey. 

Views 
Stoke Court was not designed as a “show-house”.  The way in which the road 
was diverted away from the house demonstrates that the owners were 
increasingly concerned about privacy.  The creation of the now-defunct drive 
south-west of the house meant that the house was approached obliquely with 
the entrance not evident until the visitor was directly upon it.  The present 
glimpse of the house along the main drive leading directly to the front door is 
not an historic characteristic.  There are tantalising glimpses of the chimneys 
and roof from Lakeside Drive but the principal views into Stoke Court are of 
trees. 

View looking north from Lakeside 
Drive beyond the boundary wall 
(covered in creeper) towards the 
roof of Stoke Court and trees in 
the grounds. The tall tree behind 
the house is one of the two grey 
poplars.► 

Views within Stoke Court are limited by trees and are more extensive across 
the open spaces of meadow, lawns and modern car park.  The location of the 
Dower House is sensitive since it is visible from across the lake. 
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Views out of Stoke Court are limited to glimpses through gaps in the trees, 
over the tops of boundaries (such as to Stoke Court/Lakeside drives) and along 
drives. The backs of some houses in Duffield Lane are visible as is the more 
open landscape to north and west.   

Some important views are marked on the Analysis Plan. 

Boundary treatments 
The positive contribution of the tree belt marking the boundary with Duffield 
Lane has already been noted. 

Some of the iron park-fence remains around the maze area and in other parts 
closer to the house; it is presumably 19th century. 

A wall in old stock brick laid in Flemish bond forms the boundary in the south-
west corner of the site. It is assumed to date from the break-up of the estate 
in the 1920s or later and part must have been (re)built when the Dower House 
was erected in 1961. This wall forms a visually attractive boundary onto the 
street in Stoke Court/Lakeside Drives.  An interesting feature is the metal 
door in the wall giving access to the sluice at the end of the lake.   

Of more historic interest are the remains of the 19th century walls of the 
former kitchen garden. A stretch of this wall runs west-east and forms the 
boundary with West End House and Mulberry Cottage.  The other two 
remaining sections front Rogers Lane.  The southern section forms part of the 
boundary of a modern house, number 1 
Stoke Court Drive.  The wall, but not 
the house, has been included in the 
conservation area for its historic 
interest as part of Stoke Court. These 
sections of wall make a significant 
contribution to the streetscene.   

The former kitchen garden wall in 
Rogers Lane.  Note the distinctive 
curved profile with the wall bowed-out 
towards the base for stability.  The 
purple stock brick is laid in Flemish 
bond. 
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Neutral/negative features and enhancement opportunities 
Gray’s summerhouse 
The significance of the 
association with the poet Gray 
can hardly be overstated. The 
fact that Gray’s summerhouse is 
now a pile of rubble is a great 
loss. There is evidence that it 
was already being held together 
by an iron tie-rod by the mid-19th 

century. This is visible amid the 
pile of bricks on the ground.  A 
reconstruction with much of the 
original material may be p ossible 
and would be desirable to restore 
a visible link with the poet. 

Ancillary buildings 
None of these contributes to the 
special interest of Stoke Court. 
The gate-office on the drive is the 
most visible building from the 
public realm and is a particularly 
negative element giving the 
entrance an industrial 
character.► 

The main drive 
As mentioned above this drive was created from the path to the kitchen 
garden in place of the oblique 
approach from what is now the 
Dower House. So the drive is not 
historically authentic since the 
front of the house was not meant 
to be seen directly from the road. 
The utilitarian assemblage of a 
straight concrete drive, (with 
white lines and a tarmac 
footpath), security gates and gate-
office give the drive an urban 
appearance more akin to an 
entrance to a factory rather than 
an elegant country-house. 

The entrance to the main drive with a name board set on a raised concrete-
flagged platform is urban in character, bears no visual relationship to the 
house and looks inappropriate in a village setting.   
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The car park 
This is a large, urban looking 
tarmac-covered space next to 
Gray’s Walk between the 
meadow and Duffield Lane. The 
car park is visible from the 
public realm through the gates 
in Duffield Lane. It has a 
significant negative impact on 
the historic character and 
appearance of Stoke Court. 

Fence in Stoke Court Drive 
This long stretch of close-board 
fencing next to the highway is 
visually unattractive and an 
inappropriate boundary 
treatment for a large country 
house. 

The Dower House is an aesthetically pleasing modern building.  However it 
appears out of context in the grounds of a Tudor style house.  Its location and 
style have not been informed by the history, character and appearance of 
Stoke Court.  The site map in the 1869 sale catalogue shows a small lodge 
house to the east of the former drive. No pictures of that lodge have been 
found. The Dower House sits mainly to the west of that drive and partly over 
its course. Location of the house on the site of the former lodge would have 
respected the history of the site.  The architectural style (a Californian beach 
house) with it horizontal emphasis, large proportion of glass to wall, flat roof 
and lack of decoration, and the use of non-traditional materials have no 
reference to the main house. The Dower House was built in 1961, before 
Stoke Court was listed.  Nowadays there is greater emphasis on the need for 
new development to respect its historic context.  Guidance can be found on 
the English Heritage website, particularly in the Building in Context Toolkit. 

Condition, problems and pressures 
The buildings at Stoke Court are being well-maintained.  However since the 
Bayer Group vacated the site the level of commercial activity has reduced and 
only parts of the buildings are being occupied.  The grounds are also less well-
tended than previously.  There is pressure for change of use and some new 
development since the site is currently owned by a housing developer.   

Developments within the setting of Stoke Court are sensitive since some 
buildings can be seen from within the grounds.  This applies particularly to 
houses in Lakeside Drive, Duffield Lane and Stoke Court Drive, where recent 
large extensions to Abbots Leigh appear overbearing when viewed from within 
the grounds of Stoke Court and the Dower House. 
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CHAPTER 6 – THE VILLAGE CHARACTER ZONE 

THE VILLAGE: ANALYSIS 

Introduction 
In this appraisal the Village means the conservation area except Stoke Court, 
which has been dealt with in Chapter 5.  It represents the survival of one of 
the historic dispersed hamlets of Stoke Poges.  Further research would help to 
show how far Stoke Court influenced the development of the Village and 
everyday life for its inhabitants. This chapter describes the elements which 
give the Village its special interest and character.  It also points out features 
which have an adverse effect, some of the ways in which character is 
gradually being eroded and where there may be opportunities for 
enhancement. 

Streetscape 
The most distinctive element in the streetscape is the road-layout itself with 
the right-angled bend on Rogers Lane next to Winterclyde.  We have seen how 
the bend in Duffield Lane arose from diversions instigated by successive 
owners of Stoke Court.  The southern end of the Village is marked by the bend 
where Rogers Lane and West End Lane diverge.  These twists and turns in the 
roads help create a sense of enclosure and the feeling of being in a village in 
contrast with the straighter, more spacious roads to the north and south of 
the conservation area, which are more suburban in character.   
Features of the streetscape which reinforce the historic, semi-rural character 
are: 
� Green verges, such as the grass verges between Winterclyde and the 

school and along Duffield Lane, the planted verge in front of Southcroft, 
Duffield Lane and the grass verge planted with trees in front of 92 Rogers 
Lane. 

� Granite kerbs. 
� Little or no street-lighting. 
� Traditional red pillar box. 

Uses 
Whilst mainly residential, the 
Village still has a mix of uses 
with a school, public house, 
church and St. Andrew’s church 
centre (currently being 
extended) which have communal 
value. Some residents probably 
work from home since the Ward 
Profile on the Council website 
shows that 14.2 per cent of 
workers work mainly at or from 
home, 5 per cent higher than 
the national average. 
St. Andrew’s Church in February 
2008► 

The Village – Analysis 
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Spaces 
The principal public open space, the recreation ground, is just outside the 
conservation area but an important element in its setting.  The other public 
spaces are the verges already mentioned. 

The school has a large playing field which has communal value. 

Stoke Poges School’s playing field looking west with the school buildings on 
the right.  The trees and hedge on the boundary act as a screen and 
contribute to the semi-rural character. 

Another space of significant 
communal value at the school is 
the garden created to 
commemorate the four boys 
who tragically died on a school 
trip to Land’s End in 1985. 

The tranquil memorial garden 
at Stoke Poges School.► 

Trees and greenery 
Trees and hedges make a significant contribution to the streetscene.  Mature 
trees also form a backdrop to some buildings, notably those in the old brick 
pit on the north side of Rogers Lane where the steep northern side looks 
almost like a hanging garden. 

Trees behind 101 Rogers Lane 
which was built in the old 
brick pit and so below the 
level of the road. ► 

Significant trees and hedges 
which, as seen from the public 
realm, contribute to the 
Village’s special character and 
appearance are marked on the 
Analysis Plan. 

The Village – Analysis 
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Views 
The Village is largely self-contained and enclosed giving few opportunities for 
views. The plan-form with the sharp bend in Rogers Lane and other bends in 
the roads generally serve to stop views.  

There is a view westwards along the 
straight stretch of Rogers Lane from the 
junction with Bells Hill.  In summer this 
is almost like looking through a green 
tunnel.  This view ends with 85/87 
Rogers Lane which is something of a 
landmark on the sharp bend in the road.   

Looking west along the wide verge to 
85/87 Rogers Lane► 

Because of the irregularity of plot layout 
it is possible to glimpse the backs of some buildings . 

Roofs at the rear of 
Winterclyde and Gladstone 
Villas glimpsed over the hedge.  
Note also the wide grass 
verge.► 

View looking north on 
entering the Village 
showing trees in front of 
the distinctive timber-
clad houses at 90/92  
◄ Rogers Lane. 

Unfolding view on 
entering West End from 
Duffield Lane with the Dog 
& Pot in the distance and 
the yew hedge and white 
picket fence belonging to 
West End House. ► 
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Boundary treatments 
Characteristic boundary treatments are white picket fences, often backed by 
hedges, and brick walls.  Some of the village houses retain their 19th century 
red brick front boundary walls.  These are distinctive, about one metre high 
with inset panels. 

Original boundary 
wall at 77/79 
Rogers Lane and a 
beech hedge at 
number 81.  These 
double cottages on 
the west side of 
Rogers Lane have 
small front gardens 
tapering to nothing 
on the sharp bend. 
(photo February 
2008)► 

Simple metal link fence backed 
by a low hedge outside 92 
Rogers Lane. This was a typical 
boundary treatment for council 
houses.  The trees in the verge 
soften the streetscape and help 
screen the road from the house. 
◄ 

Uplands has a timber gate 
with a pierced quatrefoil 
top between fine brick 
piers.  Passers by can 
glimpse the picturesque 
listed house (once the 
village poorhouse).  The 
front holly hedge, gravel 
drive and entrance of 
plain grey setts are all 
appropriate treatments in 
the village setting.► 
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THE VILLAGE – BUILDINGS 

Grain (plot layout) and rhythms 
It is apparent from the Analysis Plan that the grain (plot size) in the Village is 
a mixture, as is usual with historic villages which have grown organically and 
not been laid out to any plan. The grain is finest south of the sharp bend, 
with the narrow plots of the terrace at Gladstone Villas.  These are the most 
regular plots in the Village. Otherwise there is no regular rhythm, with 
buildings irregularly spaced and aligned and respecting no particular building 
line. Housing is a mixture of detached, semi-detached and terraced; there 
are no flats in the Village.   

This means that some houses sit deep, almost centrally in their plots e.g. 
Uplands and Stoke Court Cottage, some are set well back from the road, e.g. 
Gladstone Villas, whilst Winterclyde and houses on the west side of Rogers 
Lane have little or no front gardens.   

Listed and positive unlisted buildings 
The heritage significance of some of the buildings in the Village has been 
recognised in the listed status of Uplands, 120-124 Rogers Lane (the former 
village school) and Stoke Court Cottage.  The list descriptions and more 
details are set out in the Table of Listed Buildings in the Appendix.  These 
buildings are marked in blue on the Analysis Map.  The former coach house at 
Uplands (marked in purple) is within the curtilage of the listed building but 
also makes its own positive contribution to the special interest of the 
Conservation Area. 

Unlisted buildings which make a positive contribution are described in the 
Table of Positive Unlisted Buildings in the Appendix and are marked in red on 
the Analysis Plan.  These buildings are undesignated heritage assets which 
demonstrate a range of heritage values. 

Summary of building types 
Detailed building surveys and further documentary research are required to 
establish a properly dated typology.   

Stoke Court Cottage, a timber-framed vernacular cottage, is probably the 
oldest building in the Village; the 18th century date in the listed building 
description seems conservative. 
Although extended and altered it 
retains its cottage character.   
Examples of more polite architecture 
are the Georgian style buildings at 
Uplands, a genteel house built in 1772, 
(see photo on page 30) and West End 
House (formerly Little Place), probably 
also late 18th - early 19th century. 

West End House (formerly called Little 
Place) ► 
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Several buildings which are now 
dwelling-houses have been converted 
from other uses.  Examples include 
the former stables of Stoke Court, 
now The Gatehouse and Little Mount, 
with a multiplicity of windows giving 
a rather incoherent appearance to 
the street. ► 

A more successful conversion is the 
listed “Tuppenny School” and school 
house, built in 1800, extended in 
1842 and now three dwellings. This 
building, which was the second 
village school, also served as the 
Parish Rooms in the 1920s and has 
significant communal value. ► 

Mulberry Cottage has been converted from the stables of the old Dog & Pot 
inn demolished around 1900. According to Rigby the first reference to the 
Dog’s Head and Pottage Pot was in 1758. The inn had stabling for five horses 
and a coach house.   

As mentioned in Chapter 3, Winterclyde has had multiple uses over the years 
and is a landmark building by virtue of its location hard up against the road 
next to the sharp bend in Rogers Lane.  In late spring it is especially 
picturesque with its north elevation covered in wisteria.  Rigby thought it was 
built around the mid 18th century and its appearance is consistent with that 
date. The building has been extended in the 19th century and later, in a 
manner consistent with its cottage style. 

Looking south at Winterclyde covered with wisteria.  The houses on the right 
are numbers 77/79 Rogers Lane. Photographed in May 2010. 
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Houses (sometimes also used as shops) built in the 19th century were double 
cottages or terraces.  The largest double cottages are 85/87 Rogers Lane, a 
taller, rather odd looking asymmetric arrangement with 87 being the larger 
“half” (photo on page 29).  This was once a post office and shop.  The shop 
front has been replaced by two windows but evidence remains in the form of 
a wide lintel. 

Some of these houses are dated. 

Date stone on 73/75 Rogers Lane. The 
name underneath is “J.T. Bunby”.  Rigby 
devotes a chapter of his book to this 
famous “West End character”. Such 
inscriptions add to the historic interest 
of the Village buildings.  
◄ 

Gladstone Villas, (numbers 100-110 Rogers Lane) has a date stone 1880 and 
the initials J L (perhaps for James Langley who ran the local post office – see 
Rigby pp.82-83). 

The new Dog & Pot built around 1900 marked a departure from the plain, 
village style of the 18th and 19th century buildings.  It has been 
sympathetically extended but generally remains remarkably unaltered and is a 
good example of an Arts and Crafts style public house. 

The Dog & Pot in the early 1900s before it was extended to the north.  It has 
since lost one of its chimneys.  The pebbledash was then left unpainted in 
Edwardian fashion and the half-timbering was white instead of black.  The 
signs on the verandah say “Cyclists catered for” and “Under New 
Management”.   
(Postcard from the Rimington collection reproduced with the kind permission 
of Stoke Poges Parish Council). 
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An Arts and Crafts style was also adopted for Hillcroft and Southcroft in 
Duffield Lane, a pair of 1930s semi-detached houses with a central half-
timbered double gable. 

The 1930s St. Andrew’s church is in a plainer Arts and Crafts style (see photo 
on page 27).   

The two pairs of houses either side of the entrance to the 1950s council 
housing in Sefton Close are unusual and distinctive with their timber cladding 
(numbers 86-92 Rogers Lane). (see photo on page 29). 

Scale 
Houses are modest in scale, two storeys in height, with one bungalow (99 
Rogers Lane). The rear parts of the old school are one storey plus attic.   

The largest building in the Village is Stoke Poges School built in 1968.  Whilst 
of no architectural interest, in 1960s style, the buildings were nevertheless 
designed to respect the village setting.  They are set well back from the road 
with a front range of one storey and a range behind stepped up with dormers 
overlooking the front range. There is a two-storey building farther away from 
the road and an interesting single-storey curved extension built in 2003 to the 
rear. 

Stoke Poges School built as the 
Middle School in 1968 – front 
range on the left with the 
school house on the right. ► 

Looking south at the 2003 
extension.  There seems to be 
adequate parking at the school 
which helps to relieve 
congestion at school-run 
times.▼ 

The smallest self-contained building must b 
the electricity sub-station next to the Dog 

e 

and Pot, a rather elegant utility solut ion in 
brown and grey brick in Flemish bond 
(efflorescence on bricks above the door m ay 
be a sign of dampness). ► 
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Details and materials 
Roofs are generally gable-ended, although some are fully hipped, e.g. West 
End House or half-hipped, e.g. Mulberry Cottage.  Gables are characteristic of 
Arts and Crafts styles, as at the Dog and Pot.   

The cottages were designed to be flat-fronted; porches are not historically 
characteristic, but some have been added in recent years. 

Many of the Village buildings have modern windows but generally 18th and 19th 

century buildings have sash windows and those of earlier and later date have 
casements. Doors too have mainly been renewed but would generally have 
been plain. Both windows and doors should be of timber to be in character. 

Since bricks and tiles were made in the Conservation Area the local palette is 
red brick and plain clay roof tiles.  It is generally assumed that Uplands is 
made from bricks made at the adjoining kiln and so is the model for the local 
brick colour.   

By the mid 19th century the local kiln had closed and rail transport made it 
easier and cheaper to use non-local material.  This is evident in the use of 
browner brick and yellow and purple stock bricks on some buildings. 

Bricks are laid in Flemish bond, that is with alternate headers and stretchers.  
This bond, which was traditionally used in England from the late 18th to early 
20th centuries, makes for a more interesting appearance than modern 
stretcher bond. 

Around the mid 19th century Welsh slate also took over from local clay tiles 
for roof coverings, as can be seen on Gladstone Villas and the double-cottages 
opposite. 

Render and pebbledash are only characteristic on some Arts and Crafts style 
buildings.  Painted brickwork is a modern fashion and not an historic 
characteristic. Modern, non-porous paints, can be damaging by allowing 
build-up of dampness in brickwork. 

Roofs are generally unadorned except by chimney stacks on the ridge.  Ridges 
are plain (no ridge-crests) as are eaves, with no cornices or barge boards, 
although West End House has a dentilled cornice. 

The following page shows a photograph of the Dog and Pot illustrating some 
elements which positively contribute to the special interest of the Village. 
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Illustration of some elements which positively contribute to the Village character 

Mature trees 

Traditional buildings little altered 

Traditional inn sign 
Green space 

Granite kerbs 

Picket fence and hedges 
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THE VILLAGE: NEUTRAL AND NEGATIVE FEATURES AND ENHANCEMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Buildings 
Many of the 19th century buildings have not been included as “positive” 
buildings only because alterations have eroded their essential character to 
varying degrees. Since many of these alterations are reversible these 
buildings have the potential to make a positive contribution to the 
conservation area and enhance its character and appearance.  The Council’s 
Conservation and Design Officer can give advice on appropriate treatments 
and materials for use on historic buildings, whether or not works require 
planning consent.  Other sources of advice are given in the Advice section of 
this Appraisal. The reasons for this erosion of character include: 
� Conversions which conceal rather than help reveal the history of the 

building, e.g. The Gatehouse and Little Mound. 
�	 Alterations made in an effort to “individualise” buildings erected as part 

of a terrace or pair and which spoil the unity or balance of the whole, e.g. 
differing treatments to windows, doors, walls and/or roofs at Gladstone 
Villas which were designed to be “read” as a terrace, rather than a 
collection of individual houses.  The same principle applies to double 
cottages on the west side of Rogers Lane painted in different colours or 
with differing window treatments. 

�	 Alterations and additions which are not in sympathy with the original age 
or style of the building, e.g. Georgian style details on Victorian houses, 
uPVC windows and doors, painted brickwork, render over original 
brickwork, painted pebbledash on Arts and Crafts style buildings. 

Front Gardens and Boundary Treatments 
The special character and appearance of the conservation area are being 
eroded by: 
� Loss of or alterations to the front garden walls which were a feature of 

West End. 
� Loss of front gardens to hard standing/parking. 
� Uncharacteristic boundary treatments such as high close-board fencing 

or modern metal railings. 

� Uninviting high security gates. 


Streetscape 
Some elements are more appropriate to an urban setting, rather than an 
historic village such as West End.  These include: 
� Urban looking street lamp-standards 
� Overhead wires 
� Concrete kerbs and road surfaces 
� Metal pedestrian barrier at end of path near the Dog and Pot 
� Modern telephone kiosk with rather garish signage 
� Excessive road markings 

The following page shows a photograph of Rogers Lane highlighting some of 
the elements which detract from the special character and appearance of the 
Village. 

Enhancement opportunities 
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Illustration of some elements which detract from the special character and appearance of the Conservation Area 

Plethora of Overhead wires Concrete roof tiles and 
Painted inconsistent wall treatment 
brickwork spoils uniformity of terrace 

Box dormer 
Blank elevation facing street 

Signs 

Boundary wall too No uniform frontage for terrace 
low 

Overly wide road splay inconsistent with village character 

Poor road condition 
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CHAPTER 8 – DESIGNATED AREA 

On 19th July 2011 the area edged red on the Analysis Plan was designated a 
conservation area called the Stoke Poges West End Conservation Area.   

It includes the following properties: 

Stoke Court including the whole of its grounds 

Duffield Lane 
Hillcroft 
Southcroft 
Little Mount 
The Gatehouse 
Stoke Court Cottage 
Mulberry Cottage 

Rogers Lane 
Numbers 73 to 87 and 99 to 107 odd numbers inclusive 
Numbers 86 to 124 and 124a even numbers inclusive 
Including Stoke Poges School and Uplands 
The Dog and Pot public house 
Electricity sub-station 
Field between the Dog and Pot and the playground 

Stoke Court Drive 
The Dower House 
The eastern boundary wall of 1 Stoke Court Drive (being part of the wall of 
the former kitchen garden at Stoke Court).   

It includes the roads and paths co-extensive with these properties. 

The boundaries have been drawn to reflect the extent of the historic hamlet 
of West End and Stoke Court.  They exclude large areas of modern 
development with no architectural interest – 91-97 Rogers Lane, and 
properties in Ash Grove built in the old brick pit.   

Proposals 
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APPENDIX Stoke Poges West End Conservation Area 

Road Address Grade List 
no. 

List Description Comments 

Duffield Stoke Court II 8/1 C18, altered.  Timber framed; Not visible from the public realm.  In a 
Lane Cottage brick; old tile roof with modillion 

eaves cornice.  Two storeys; 3 
bays. Ground floor with one long 
sliding casement window, a simple 
boarded door and a 3-light 
casement window with leaded 
lights.  All 3 openings with 
segmental heads.   First floor with 
central 2-light casement with 
leaded lights and one 2-light and 
one 3-light casement with leaded 
lights each with barge boarded 
gables reaching into the roof. To 
the right and set back a little, a 
single-storeyed wing with 
overhanging eaves forming a 
shallow porch as it were across a 
modern door and a 3-light 
casement with triangular-headed 
glazing bars and leaded lights. 

secluded position which would at one 
time have been within the Stoke Court 
grounds.  Approached by a gravel drive.   

Rogers No 120, No. 122 II 8/617 C18.  Formerly the ‘twopenny This was the second village school built in 
Lane Tuppenny School 

House (listed as 
“The Old 
School”) and no. 
124 The Old 
School Bungalow 

school’. Red brick; old tile-hipped 
roof.  Two storeys.  First floor with 
3 Gothick windows, the central 
one bricked in, colour-washed and 
with the name painted on it, the 
others with Y glazing bars.  Ground 
floor with central door in 2-
centred arch and 2 Gothick 

1800 to replace the earlier school in 
Sefton Park. The building was extended 
in 1842.  The population outgrew this 
school which was itself replaced in 1876 
by a new school in School Lane (outside 
the conservation area).  Now three 
dwellings. 
The central bricked-in window with the 

Listed buildings 
A 
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Road Address Grade List 
no. 

List Description Comments 

windows with shutters.  On right 
hand, a one-storey addition with 
machine tile roof and one pointed 
window.  At rear, a long C19 wing, 
the former schoolroom and now 2 
cottages. Red brick; slate roof.  
Each cottage with central 
entrance, gabled timber porches 
with carved barge boards and two 
3-light casements with timber 
mullions and transoms. 

school name mentioned in the list 
description has been re-opened with a 
new Gothick window to match those 
either side. 
Photograph on page 32. 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 

Listed buildings 
B 
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Road Address Grade List 
no. 

List Description Comments 

Rogers Uplands II 8/616 C18, altered.  Red brick; old tile Can only be glimpsed from the road.  
Lane roof with chimneys to end gables. 

Two storeys.  First floor with 5 
sashes with glazing bars.  Ground 
floor with central door beneath 
open pedimented porch on Ionic 
columns and 4 sashes with glazing 
bars.  On left hand C19 lean-to 
conservatory. 

Originally called “The Halfway House” as 
it stood facing the road mid-way between 
West End and Morrells End.  Said to have 
been built as a lace factory in 1772 but 
presumably there were other buildings in 
the grounds used by the lace-workers and 
this was the house of the owner, Mr 
Squib. It became the parish poorhouse in 
1788. See Rigby chapter 11 for a more 
detailed history.  The classical porch 
replaces a Victorian porch.  The coach 
house has been sympathetically 
converted into residential 
accommodation.  Photograph on page 30. 

Stoke Stoke Court II 8/3 1845 and 1873 Elizabethan style See Chapter 5. 
Court mansion. Stucco over brick with 
Drive stone details and plain tile roofs.  

Modern Tudor style clustered brick 
stacks.  Two storey and attic. 
Stucco is lined as ashlar.  Main 
front with central projecting 3-
storey porch with 3-light mullion 
and transom attic window. 
Armorial plaque at 1st floor and 
ground floor doorcase with arched 
doorway with attached columns 
and cornice over.  Two gabled half 
dormers each side.  Mullion and 
transom windows to main floors, 

Listed buildings 
C 
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Road Address Grade List 
no. 

List Description Comments 

3-light and 2-light to left of porch, 
2-light, single light and 3-light to 
right of porch.  Main garden front 
is also stuccoed with two large flat 
topped 3 sided bays projecting, 
one of two storeys the other of 
three within same height.  Three 
window centre between bays with 
1st floor windows rising into 
dormer gables.  One window range 
beyond each bay, also with dormer 
gable. Mullion and transom 
windows with small panes, all 
renewed.  To right of entrance 
front is a C19 ashlar extension 
with tall 3-sided bay window, 
gable adjoining over 2 window 
range and 2 window range beyond.  
Mullion and transom windows. A 
modern addition extends beyond.  
The house was gutted by fire in 
1979 and was rebuilt within the 
shell. Built on the site of West 
End Cottage where Thomas Gray’s 
mother and aunt lived and where 
between 1742 and 1750 Gray 
wrote parts of the Elegy in a 
Country Churchyard and the Ode 
on a Distant Prospect of Eton 
College. 

Listed buildings 
D 
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Listed buildings 
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Road Address Description Comments 

Duffield Mulberry Cottage The stables/coach house of the old The front of the building is close to the road but a high wooden 
Lane Dog and Pot Inn demolished about 

1900. End on to the road. Red 
brick with half-hipped plain clay-
tiled roof. Date not known but 
could be 18th century. Modern 
garage. 

gate makes it difficult to see the side.  Vestiges of closed-up 
openings from the old stables can be glimpsed on the western 
elevation. 

Rogers West End House Two storey house, red brick laid in Formerly called “Little Place.”  Overall appearance from the street 
Lane Flemish bond. Much extended in 

used brick.  Fully hipped plain 
machine clay tiled roof. Dentilled 
eaves. Separate double garage in 
black weather boarded building 
with 2 hipped dormers and 
dovecote on roof – picturesque. 
White picket fence partly hidden 
by yew hedge – a combination 
which contributes to the “village” 
character. 

is somewhat marred by over-ornate and unwelcoming entrance 
with stock brick piers topped with ball finials and solid black metal 
security gate.  Photograph on page 31. 

Rogers The Dog and Pot The building is in Arts and Crafts The original plans for this building approved in January 1899 are at 
Lane Public House 

(including 
separate former 

stable/coach 
house) 

style. The front section has two 
prominent black and white half-
timbered gables. The rear part is 
gable-ended parallel to the road.  
Roof covered in machine plain clay 
tiles. Original projecting right-
hand side wing has a fully-hipped 
roof.  Corbelled ridge stack on 
left-hand gable and lateral 
corbelled stack to right-hand side 

the Centre for Bucks Studies (ref. Eton RDC plans, Box 3 no.692). 
They were prepared by John Geo. Carey for Messrs Neville Reid & 
Co, brewers and bankers in Windsor.  The original “Dog and Pot” 
was farther west and was demolished to make way for the road 
diversion by Henry Allhusen, then owner of Stoke Court. Extract 
from the Slough Windsor and Eton Express, 23rd February 1945, 
quoted in Rigby, L., Stoke Poges pp.69-70 (see Sources section) 
Headed “Dog & Pot Song An Amazing War Story” it read: The Dog 
and Pot inn at Stoke Poges has become famous overnight in 
America as the birthplace of a new song.  From New York, its 
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APPENDIX Stoke Poges West End Conservation Area 

Road Address Description Comments 

of rear section.  Pebbledashed 
walls, painted white but which 
would originally have been left 
unpainted in late 
Victorian/Edwardian fashion. 
Original timber sash windows with 
3 x 3 panes in upper sash and off-
centre front door (typical of Arts 
and Crafts style).  Glass verandah 
on timber posts across front and 
into return on right-hand side. 
From comparison with a 1900 
photo (see page 33) the building 
appears little altered apart from 
some side extensions (in 
character).  The inn sign hangs 
from a fine wrought iron bracket 
on a post sited on a segmental 
green on the road side. The 
white-picket fence contributes to 
the village character. The stock 
brick stable/coach house also 
looks quite unaltered and makes a 
positive contribution in its own 
right. 

licensee, Mr Walter Brigden, has just received a presentation copy 
of “Lilli Marlene”, the marching song of the Eighth Army, which is 
sweeping America, together with a copy of Variety, the America 
Magazine, whose front page of 14 October is devoted to the story 
of how the 51st Highland Division came home from Africa to its rest 
quarters near Stoke Poges, and lifted the rafters of the Dog and 
Pot with the German version of the song they had captured on a 
gramophone record at Tobruk.  To the inn came Mr Billy Cotton, 
the famous dance band leader, and Mr James Phillips, managing 
director of a music publishing company who was introduced to a 
major of the 51st who ‘implored him to produce an English version 
of the song to stop the boys from singing the German lyric which 
they had taken over from Rommel’s Afrika Corps and made into 
their theme song’.  The song was duly translated into the English 
version, which is now selling in America at the rate of 600,000 
copies in a month.”  Photographs on pages 29, 33 and 36. 
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APPENDIX Stoke Poges West End Conservation Area 

Road Address Description Comments 

Rogers Winterclyde Landmark building in a prominent This building has had various uses in the past.  On the plans for the 
Lane position close to the road on the 

sharp bend.  Double roofed house – 
the front part has a half-hipped 
roof and the rear range has a 
lower, gable-ended roof.  In May 
the west and north elevations are 
covered in wistaria.  Sash windows 
have been replaced with timber 
casements.  Rigby says it was built 
around the mid-18th century and 
its appearance is consistent with 
that date. 

Dog and Pot in 1899 it is shown as a public house called the 
Oddfellows Arms and was at one time part of the Stoke Court 
estate. In the mid C19 it was the village bakery and later the 
police station. In the Stoke Court sale catalogue of 1927 is was 
described as a “well-built and commodious small double-fronted 
house, £450.”There is a photograph in that catalogue.  
Photographs on pages 14, 29 and 32. 

Rogers St Andrews Small landmark building on Rogers Built 1934 as a Methodist chapel. First mentioned in Kelly’s 
Lane Chapel Lane at east entrance to village. 

T-plan chapel of red brick laid in 
Flemish garden wall bond. High 
hipped roofs covered in plain clay 
tiles. On main ridge a diminutive 
octagonal bell-cote or louvre with 
green copper-covered roof. Arts 
and Crafts style. 

Directory of 1935. It became an Anglican chapel in 1968. 

Extended to rear soon afterwards, with the addition of a hall. This 
and later 20th century additions do not make a positive contribution 
to the special character and appearance of the conservation area. 
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Stoke Poges – West End Conservation Area 

HELP AND ADVICE 

Historic buildings – roughly those built before 1919 – were constructed using 
traditional methods and materials and were designed to be “breathable” 
buildings.  Lack of understanding often leads to inappropriate use of modern 
non-breathable materials which can store up expensive problems for the 
future and/or compromise the building’s character and appearance. 

Technical guidance is available from: 
The Council’s Conservation and Design Officer 
Capswood 
Oxford Road 
Denham 
UB9 4LH 
Telephone 01895 837375 

Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings (“SPAB”) 
37 Spital Square 
London 
E1 6DY 
Telephone 020 7377 1644 
www.spab.org.uk  Email: info@spab.org.uk 
SPAB has a separate website with advice for homeowners: 
www.maintainyourbuilding.org.uk 

The Georgian Group (campaigns for Georgian buildings and gardens – 
approx. 1700-1837) 
6 Fitzroy Square 
London 
W1T 5DX 
Telephone 087 1750 2936 www.georgiangroup.org.uk 
Email: office@georgiangroup.org.uk 

The Victorian Society (campaigns for Victorian and Edwardian buildings) 
1 Priory Gardens 
London 
W4 1TT 
Telephone 020 8994 1019 www.victorian-society.org.uk 
Email: admin@victoriansociety.org.uk 

The Building Conservation Directory published annually by: 
Cathedral Communications Limited 
High Street 
Tisbury 
Wiltshire 
SP3 6HA 
Telephone 01747 871717 
www.buildingconservation.com 

H Help and advice   

http://www.spab.org.uk/
mailto:info@spab.org.uk
http://www.maintainyourbuilding.org.uk/
http://www.georgiangroup.org.uk/
mailto:office@georgiangroup.org.uk
http://www.victorian-society.org.uk/
mailto:admin@victoriansociety.org.uk
http://www.buildingconservation.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Stoke Poges – West End Conservation Area 

Some relevant books: 
Hunt, Roger & Suhr, Marianne.2008, Old House Handbook, A Practical Guide 
to Care and Repair. London. Frances Lincoln Ltd. 

Johnson, Alan. 2006. Understanding the Edwardian and Inter-War House. 
Ramsbury, Marlborough, Wilts. The Crowood Press Ltd. 

Luxton, Charlie & Bevan, Sally, 2005. Restored to glory, a guide to renovating 
your period home. BBC Books. 

Wedd, Kit. 2002. The Victorian Society Book of the Victorian House. London. 
Aurum Press. 

INFORMATION ON IMPROVING ENERGY EFFICIENCY IN TRADITIONAL 
BUILDINGS 

This is an important and evolving topic on which advice generally available 
may not be appropriate for traditionally constructed buildings which should be 
allowed to “breathe”. Advice on suitable measures and materials is available 
from some of the organisations mentioned above.   

English Heritage also has a website with advice designed for homeowners: 
www.climatechangeandyourhome.org.uk 

INFORMATION ON LISTING AND CONSERVATION AREAS 

English Heritage 
www.english-heritage.org.uk 

Department for Culture Media and Sport 
www.culture.gov.uk 

I Help and advice   

http://www.climatechangeandyourhome.org.uk/
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/
http://www.culture.gov.uk/


 

 

 
 

 

 
 
  

  
 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Conservation Areas 
Guidance for Residents 

What is a Conservation Area? 
An area of special architectural or historic interest, the character 
or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance. 

Duties of local planning authorities 
•	 to designate Conservation Areas 
•	 to carry out regular reviews of their Conservation Areas 
•	 to publish proposals for preservation and enhancement of 

their Conservation Areas 
•	 in exercising their planning powers, to pay special attention 

to the desirability of enhancing the character or 
appearance of the Conservation Area.   

In South Bucks, the Council’s Conservation and Design Officer is 
consulted on planning applications affecting Conservation Areas. 

What does Conservation Area designation mean for residents? 

Consent for demolition works 
Conservation Area Consent is required for: 
•	 Demolition of unlisted buildings with a volume of 115 cu. M. 

or more 
• Demolition of boundary walls over a certain height 

It is always advisable to contact the Council before carrying out 
any demolition in a Conservation Area. 

Trees 
Written notice must be given to the Council at least 6 weeks prior 
to any work on trees within a Conservation Area.  For further 
information please contact the Tree Officer on 01895 837376. 

Additional planning restrictions 
If you live in a house (rather than a flat or maisonette) you 
normally have certain rights to carry out some minor forms of 
development without the need for planning permission.  These are 
called “permitted development rights”.  In Conservation Areas 
permitted development rights are more limited and planning 
permission is required for most developments, including: 
•	 Rear extensions of more than one storey  
•	 Side extensions 
•	 Roof extensions 
•	 Dormer windows 
•	 Cladding (including rendering) the exterior of the property 
•	 Chimneys, flues, soil and vent pipes on a principal or side 

elevation fronting a highway (this includes a public 
footpath) 

•	 Buildings, enclosures, oil/gas containers or pools at the 
front or side of a property 

•	 Satellite dishes on a chimney, wall or roof slope facing onto 
and visible from a road 

•	 Solar panels but depending on their thickness and location.  
Please contact the Council for advice. 

Local planning authorities can also make Article 4 Directions 
removing some or all permitted development rights in 
Conservation Areas to help preserve their character or 
appearance. 

Further advice 
This leaflet is a brief preliminary guide only and not intended as a 
statement of the law which can be very complex.  It is always 
advisable to contact the Council before carrying out any external 
works in a Conservation Area. 

For further information please contact Planning Admin or the 
Conservation Section at the Council’s Capswood offices on  
01895 837200 or email planning@southbucks.gov.uk 
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