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AGENDA 

 
Chiltern and South Bucks Local Plan Examination 
Hearing Day 1 – Tuesday 17 March 2020 – 10.00 

 

Matter 1 Issues 1-2 – Duty to Cooperate and Sustainability Appraisal 

 
 

1) Inspectors’ Introduction and Procedural Matters 

2) Opening Statement on behalf of Chiltern and South Bucks Councils 

3) Issue 1 – Duty to Cooperate 

  Slough 

• At what stage did Slough Borough Council approach Chiltern and South 

Bucks with a request to accommodate their unmet housing needs?  

What process did the Councils follow in response to this request?   

• What is the scale of Slough’s housing need and what evidence is there 

to demonstrate that this cannot be provided within the Borough, 

having particular regard to the availability of sites and the capacity of 

existing urban areas?   

• What is the purpose of the Wider Area Growth Study Part 2?  If the 

Study intends to identify unmet needs, and consider where such needs 

can be met, what implications will this have on the submitted Plan?   

• Have the Councils prepared statements of common ground with 

neighbouring authorities documenting the cross-boundary matters 

being addressed and progress in cooperating to address these?  Have 

they been made publically available throughout the plan-making 

process as required by paragraph 27 of the Framework?  

  Infrastructure for Transport 

• Is the provision of roadside services a strategic matter for the 

purposes of subsection (4)(a) of Section 33A of the Planning and 

Compulsory Purchase Act 2004?   

• The Council’s Duty to Cooperate Statement refers to discussions with 

Highways England and the need to consider, amongst other things, 

motorway services on the M25.  How have the Councils engaged 

constructively, actively and on an ongoing basis with neighbouring 

authorities in the preparation of the Plan, so far as it relates to the 

provision of motorway services?   
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4) Indicative Lunch Break – 13:15 to 14:00 hours 

5) Issue 2 – Sustainability Appraisal (‘SA’) 

• How have the Councils considered different options for the scale of new 

housing and economic growth within the Plan area, and what were the 

reasons for selecting the preferred approach in light of the 

alternatives?   

• How have the Councils considered and tested the spatial distribution of 

housing across Chiltern and South Bucks, and where does the SA test 

the preferred strategy against reasonable alternatives?   

• The Councils’ state that a “…site specific approach has underpinned the 

spatial strategy” and refer to a “bottom-up” approach in the 

assessment of development options.1  In evaluating the likely 

significant effects of development sites, how does the SA take into 

account the previously identified preferred development options, such 

as extensions to principal settlements and sites close to train stations?   

6) Close – 17.00 hours or before 

 

 

 
1 Chiltern and South Bucks Matter 1 Hearing Statement, paragraphs 2.22-2.23 


